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PREFACE. 



When a book is sent forth, it is usual to 
send with it either a reason or an apology 
for its publication. And the public, if they 
are to be the readers of it, are entitled to this. 
They may not, however, perceive, after all, 
the necessity of any thing being obtruded 
upon them in addition to the manifold treatises 
which, in such manifold forms, already have 
been issued on theological subjects. But local 
circumstances, besides the far more solemn 
object of promoting the more special inves- 
tigation and search into Scripture, supply a 
motive for laying before the Church obser- 
vations which might have passed away with 
the voice which originally gave them utter- 
ance. 

But the peculiar aspect of the times; the 
tone of religion in the professing Church ; 
the standard of religious knowledge amongst 
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us, or rather the superficial, nay, it is to 
be feared, the unscriptural views of Divine 
truth which are upheld by the miscalled 
religious world; these palpable facts do ur- 
gently call upon every disciple of the " truth 
as it is in Jesus," and especially upon every 
minister of His Gospel, by every means in 
his power, to awaken the attention of the 
world to those things which concern the great 
glory of our Redeemer and the hope of His 
chosen people. It may, however, be said, we 
are taking a bold position, in thus standing 
up to dictate to a people, and to a ministry, 
who already believe themselves to be in the 
enjoyment of a more abundant measure of 
heavenly light, and to be living in times of 
the greater extension of evangelical truth. 
Far be it from us to assume a tone of 
boasting authority or of vituperation ; this is 
not our motive 2 but contrariwise, with all 
meekness, as becometh those who have re- 
ceived mercy, and with all earnestness and * 
sincerity to press the great importance of 
many, we fear, neglected truths of God upon 
those, whose especial joy it should be, to set 
them forth. 

It is the undeceiving of that portion of the 



vii 

professing Church just mentioned, with respect 
to their ideas of the present time, that we 
would seek after j for deceived they are, and 
the people too who sit under them; and though 
they may have long been wedded to a certain 
system, which may by some be called " the 
Gospel," it is no proof that their system 
is not erroneous, nor that the Scripture, by 
which every man's work shall be made manifest 
in the great " day of God," is not the touch- 
stone of all doctrine, and the basis of the 
preacher's expositions. Upon this scriptural 
basis we would proceed, and thereon desire to 
rest all our arguments for the proof of what 
we have asserted. 

First, then, with respect to the standard of 
religious knowledge amongst us ; let us inquire 
whence it is derived, whether from the very 
Word of God, through an entire unreserved 
submission of the mind to its contents, or 
from the traditions of man ; whether from the 
pure and literal testimony of Scripture, or 
from the interpretations of commentators ? But 
we would ask, What is the substance of that 
instruction dealt out to the people from our 
pulpits ? Let the candid reader weigh this, 



and consider, whether under the two following 
denominations, the generality of our Sabbath 
discourses maynot be classed. There is under 
the one, the inculcation of doctrine, which 
throws the sinner upon his own efforts, and 
bids him eke out a salvation of his own, 
by which he may come and lay claim to the 
merits of the Saviour. He is taught to imagine 
himself, to be in the state of a creature re- 
moved by baptism out of a heathenish con- 
demnation, and put into a salvable condition, 
dependant now upon certain endeavours of his 
own, and fulfilments of religious duty for his 
final acceptance with God. In this way, what 
is called a conditional salvation, through the 
offer of the Gospel, is made j so that if any 
one will do so much, God will do the rest; 
and thus he is exhorted to the observance of 
ali moral duty, as contained in the precepts of 
the Word, and may, therefore, lawfully expect 
that the mercy of God will be shown to him 
through the prevailing merits of Jesus Christ. 
Views of this kind, will readily account for the 
profusion of practical sermons which fill the 
advertising columns of every description of 
newspaper, and which may be found, through 
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Divine truth, on whose hasis, as was intimated, 
all our remarks must be built. 

We ask, then, What ia that which is classed 
under this second denomination, commonly dis- 
tinguished by the term, evangelical preach- 
trig f Is it the opening of Scripture according 
to the mind and the purpose of God as He has 
revealed it ? Or, is it a spiritualizing * system, 
peculiar to itself, which, forgetting all things 
else, except the selfish idea of a soul's sal- 
vation, would cause the whole substance of 
Divine truth to evaporate in mere frames and 
experiences. For the pure and unadulterated 
Word, we have the dogmas of the Mants, the 
Tomlines, and the Scotts. For the fulness of 
the doctrine of Christ, we have substituted the 
meagre live points of the Schools, framed ac- 
cording to the standard of the wretched Ar- 
mtnianisru of one class of our theologues, or 
else imprisoned within the limits of a rigid and 
scholastic ultra-Calvinism. It is too true, that 
whilst the mind is trained, and the teaching 

* By apt ritualizing, it meant [lie method of explaining the 
words of Scripture, with a disregard to the obvious and literal 
sense which the won!" imply ; a method, which we henilatc not 
to nay, has tended more to the uii'tindtrilandiirg of the Bible, 
than any which has been devised. 
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of the priests regulated by either of these, 
or by any, perhaps, worse systems than these, 
there cannot be supposed to exist an open, 
candid, unreserved disposition to investigate, 
and a willingness to embrace whatever may be 
found to be €€ the truth." Many may be met 
with who will confess that they are ready to 
be acquainted with all that they think the 
Scriptures reveal as necessary to salvation, 
while at the same time, in the absence of this, 
they will discover a sad reluctance to be ac- 
quainted with what the Scriptures reveal as 
appertaining to the glory of Goo!, in the grand 
and wonder-working purpose of the manifest- 
ation of Himself. " To know God, and Jesus 
Christ whom He has sent, is eternal life." 

To this great end, we hesitate not to say, all 
the dispensations, acts, revelations, and deal- 
ings towards His creatures, have been ap- 
pointed and controlled. Nor do we scruple to 
pronounce that view of Divine truth which 
represents the fact of our blessed Lord's in- 
carnation as an afterthought, or a remedy for 
unforeseen evil, to be not only a defective view, 
but one which is altogether unworthy of the 
Divine Being, and totally at variance with even 
the natural ideas of the character of God, much 
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more with the general statements of His 
holy Word. Nor is that view of the atonement 
less objectionable which places the God of the 
universe, the unchangeable, the all-wise and 
beneficent Jehovah, in the light of an angry 
and inexorable Judge, who must, by so much 
suffering exacted from an innocent person, be 
appeased, or made propitious unto His crea- 
tures. Every one taught of God will readily 
pronounce that this is not theology, that it only 
deserves its place among the contracted opi- 
nions, formed out of the rationalizing sen- 
timents of wordy divines. " Known unto 
God are all His works from the beginning." 
In order to the manifestation of Himself, God 
would show to the creature its distinctness 
from the Creator. Adam in creature strength 
must fall. In that strength he did fall ; He 
was proved thereby to have no stability in 
himself. The restoration consequently of man 
must be his being taken into oneness with 
God. Here opens the doctrine of atonement— 
the at-one-ment. For this cause, " the Word 
was made flesh." In that flesh, which he took 
in its present fallen condition, in order to restore 
fallen humanity, to bring it back to God, (for 
He was made of a woman, and " took on Him 
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the seed of Abraham,") Jesus, through the 
eternal Spirit, wrought out a perfect, un- 
sinning righteousness, and "offered Himself 
without spot unto God."* Thus was He holy, 
harmless, and undefiled, and separate from 
sinners — not by any difference in respect of 
the Jlesh and blood of sinners. But by reason 
of the inhabitation of the Divine nature through 
the Spirit, Jesus ever acted perfect faith toward 
the Father, and so put sin to death in the Jlesh ; 
He condemned it, He warred, He struggled 
against it, He crucified it ; so that not even in 
thought had it ever for a moment lodgment 

* • ..... 

in Him. Thus writes the Apostle: "What 
the law could not do in that it was weak 
through the fleshy God, sending His own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh." f And again, 
"Forasmuch as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took 
part of the same, that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that 
isj the devil."J By thus becoming very man, 
frail, fallen, mortal man,' €€ of the substance of 
the Virgin* Mary His Mother," Jesus has 
brought up the creature into oneness with the 

• Heb. ix. 14 f Rom. viii. 2. X Heb. ii. 14. 



Creator, and effected in act that great and 
predetermined purpose of God, of uniting 
man to Deity, by the manifestation of Himself 
in creature form. In this form the happiness 
of man, as man, must and shall for ever con- 
sist ; because that all centres in Him who 
alone being perfectly holy and perfectly happy, 
communicates by the Holy Ghost that blessed- 
ness to those " whom He did foreknow," 
whom He did predestinate to be partakers of 
His own divine nature,* yea, " to be eon- 
formed to the image of His Soti,"f and " i 
newed in knowledge after the image of Him 
that created Him."% The obscuring of this 
vital doctrine is at the root of all the erroneous 
systems which have arisen, and which have 
taken the place of God's own written Word as 
the groundwork of our faith, and which have 
introduced so many figments of man's ima- 
gination in the room of the mind and will of 
the Lord, We say again, it is at the root of 
atl error, both in knowledge and in practical 
godliness. The doctrine of Christ's true 
humanity must pervade every department of 
the truth ; we can have no clear understanding 
of any one doctrine in the Bible while this 

• 2 Ptt. i. 4. t Ron>' viii. 39. * Col. iii. 10 
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single fact is veiled or distorted. As " the 
firstborn among many brethren," we learn to 
recognise the headship of Christ in all things 
respecting us, instead of entertaining the mere 
idea of substitution in all that He has done. 
The idea of His being different from us in 
respect of our very nature is as delusive 
as the idea that the imagination of the evils 
of temptation and of the deceits of the flesh 
could only be attached to Jesus. We can 
find nothing in Scripture to countenance 
an absurdity of this sort — on the contrary, 
the whole revealed Word proves how ne- 
cessarily our eternal comfort is involved in 
the truth of the sameness of the human nature 
of Jesus with our own.* To know that He 
was thus " manifested to destroy the works of 

* The same doctrine is expressed in the Athanasian Creed— 
" Man of the substance of hit mother born in the world." And 
again, in the second article of the Church of England, " The 
Son, which is the Word of the Father, begotten from everlasting 
with the Father, took man's nature in the womb of the blessed 
Virgin of her tubttance" Was the Virgin of fallen or unf alien 
flesh ? No Protestant will hesitate on the subject ; but the Greed 
and the article above quoted assert it was of her flesh or u sub- 
stance" that the Christ was, therefore, && The conclusion is 
obvious. Respecting the perfect holiness* of our Lord in this 
fallen flesh, and how this holiness was maintained, are distinct 
questions on which the reader is referred to pages xii. and xiii* 
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the devil," is a blessed confirmation of the 
promise that " sin shall not have dominion 
over us;" that now He is not an High Priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities, but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin." From this 
we derive the comforting assurance of His 
identification with all the members of His 
body, which is His Church ; of the reality, 
and not the imaginary nature, of His sym- 
pathies with those who are " bone of His 
bone, flesh of His flesh," in all their afflictions, 
persecutions, and spiritual conflict, in this 
present faithless generation, ■ 

In the same degree with which the doctrine 
of the proper humanity of Jesus 'is rightly 
apprehended, does the doctrine of personal 
holiness become intelligible to us. Contrary 
to all the testimony of Scripture, is to be heard 
on all sides the impossibility of our attaining 
to like holiness with Jesus. That we do not 
attain to it is no argument against our obliga- 
tion to possess it. We are not disposed, for the 
sake of our brethren's flattery, to tamper with 
Holy Writ, nor to derogate from the honour 
and glory of God's name, by withholding o 
sentiments on this grand and all-important 
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truth of our holy Redeemer's work in the 
flesh. The t€ spotless Lamb" He ever was ; 
and none shall be found more zealous for the 
immaculacy and perfect holiness of the Virgin's 
Child than those who, amid all the invective 
and abuse with which they have been and are 
assailed/ maintain the truth of His oneness 
with our very fallen nature. Should it, how- 
ever, be contended that not in Adam's nature 
as a fallen Adam. he conquered and put to 
death Satan and all hellish artifice ; that not 
in our very flesh he subdued the lustings 
thereof, " condemning sin in the flesh," pre- 
senting it at all times, a holy thing unto God, 
and in it working ever a righteous con- 
formity to the Father's will; then must it 
be yielded that Satan has defeated the pur- 
pose of the Lord, and man, who is to bear 
the glorious image of God throughout 
eternity, by his device is made incapable of 
answering the end of his creation. And, 
again, should it be assumed (as assumed it 
must be where this has been maintained) that 
the perfect holiness which Jesus constantly 
preserved in the flesh, is so far beyond what is 
required of us in the flesh, that it is pre- 
sumption to aspire after it, and heterodox to 



teach it, then must we again come to the 
wicked conclusion that transgression is no 
longer transgression ; that inconformity to the 
will of a holy God is no longer a violation of 
His first and great command ; and that man is 
by no means guilty of all transgression be- 
cause lie is incapable of all righteousness. 
Thus it may plausibly be supported, that 
as Jesus was not very man "in the truth of 
our nature, sin only except,"* so He is no 
ensample to us; His obedience to the Father 
no model for our obedience ; His victory over 
Satan, and the world, and the flesh, no pledge 
of our8 ; nor the state of glory to which He 
has exalted His human nature any earnest 
of our exaltation to like blessedness and like 
glory. How different are the words of God, 
and how opposite the whole tcnour of Scrip- 
ture language 1 " Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example that we should follow 
his steps who did no sin." Hence his own 
exhortation : " Be ye perfect, as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect," — " Every one 
that is perfect shall he as his Master." But 
it ia only as the body is kept under and 
brought into subjection f that the life of Jesus 
■ Artlole XV. t 2 Cor. It, 
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shall be manifested in our flesh. For this end 
the mind must be renewed by the operation 
of the Holy Ghost to apprehend the things 
of Christ, and the will influenced and directed 
of God, in order that we may "prove what 
is that goody and acceptable, and perfect will 
of God." " Forasmuch, then, as Christ hath 
suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves 
likewise with the same mind." 

But to proceed. We must here openly 
avow our honest and heartfelt conviction — a 
conviction not hastily formed, but derived 
from various sources, of the books and men of 
these times — that the popular religious system 
taught in our churches and advocated by our 
modern writers, is not the truth of God — is 
not " the Gospel of the kingdom" — is not 
that form of sound words, suitable for the 
present state of the Church of Christ. We 
use the word " suitable," and we speak ad- 
visedly. God apportions His truth, as He 
raises up instruments for making it known 
to His Church, to different times. Truth 
itself ever remains the same, — unchangeable 
as its Divine Author. Man can only know 
the truth in proportion as God Himself un- 
folds it, who opens the revelation of His will 



and purpose progressively. The specific topics 
for which the reformers, Luther, Cranmer, 
Ridley, &c., &c, stood up to combat the 
abominations of the Papacy in their dayj 
most important indeed, yet are not the sui 
total of all Scripture. As the Church 
gressed toward " the time of the end," so 
it be expected that a further and fuller develo] 
ment of the truth would be granted to 
and she should, nay, the true Church will 
be ready implicitly to receive all the counsel 
of God. For this discrimination between 
measures of truth dispensed at particular 
times, we have the authority of the Lord of 
all the Church. Jesus speaks of the faithful 
and wise servant whom his " lord Hath made 
ruler over His household, to give them meat 
in due season."* There is a " due season, 
then, for the distribution of the distil 
portions of the Word of life. And while the 
preceding remarks may show that we by no 
means underrate the doctrines brought out 
at the Reformation, we firmly maintain, 
scriptural grounds, what we before asserted, 
that these are not to be erected as barriers 
against the reception of those things written 
' Matthew ixiv. 45. 
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concerning the Church in her latter days. 
The truths for the present time — the €€ burden 
of the Lord" to His Church at this hour, 
we believe to be this : " Behold, the bride- 
groom cometh; go ye out to meet Him !" 
The Church sleeps ! The world cares for none 
of these things ! " The prophets prophesy 
falsely, and the people love to have it so!"* 
The syren song of " peace, peace !" " safety !" 
captivates the ears of our congregations ! None 
see, and many deny openly, the signs of His 
coming ! " An evil and adulterous generation 
seek after a sign ; and there shall, perhaps, be 
no" further " sign given them." €S Behold, I 
come as a thief." In many and in various 
parts of this land has the warning been given 
by many despised servants of God. The tes- 
timony has so far been delivered, and a little 
remnant believing it are now " looking for 
the blessed hope and the glorious appearing 
(«7npa»e/a) of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ." f But concerning the majority 
of the professing Church, far otherwise is the 
case. They have rejected the counsel of God. 
As a body they resist the testimony. No 
error, no heresy, can have incurred more 

• Jeremiah v. 31. f Titus ii. 13. 




hatred than has this urgent, all-i 
elevating doctrine. In this guilt, the Epis 
copal and Presbyterian Establishments of the 
land are alike involved ; and those faithful and 
divinely-instructed men, at whose lips the 
people ought to be seeking the law with re- 
verence, are made a very by-word and a re- 
proach; and however sound in judgment and 
in doctrine, or irreproachable in life, — however 
high they may have stood in the circles of 
evnngelicism, the confession of the subjects 
to which the following Discourses relate by 
them as laymen, or the proclamation of them 
if ordained ministers, will be followed with 
the obloquy of their former confederates, who 
will be ready to cast them out of their syna- 
gogues. So entirely under bondage, — in such 
complete abeyance to the notions and dogmas of 
the particular societies and classes in which they 
associate, are people in general held, that each 
implicitly adopts all the sentiments which are 
known to be accredited amongst them. Rare is 
the earnest and sincere desire to arrive at the 
very truth ! Difficult is it lo break loose from 
old prejudices and opinions: and it is far 
more congenial with the natural indolence 
of the human mind, and with its inclination 
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for the applause of our fellows, to take for 
granted that the current standard of doctrine 
is the climax and substance of all necessary 
truth, than that there may be any error in 
it from which we must come out, or any higher 
degrees of knowledge for which the mes- 
sengers of Christ are held responsible.* But 
O, all ye people, awake out of this ! Ministers 
of the Lord Jesus, see ye to it ! Especially is 
it ours to submit our minds unreservedly to 
the will of the Most High, to hear what the 
Lord doth say concerning us and the people 
whom we have undertaken to instruct in the 
great and holy mysteries of the Word. And 
ye congregations, fear ye to sit in judgment 
upon the prophet's message. If they who 
ought to be standing upon their watch-towers 

• So fast bound are the disciples of modern Evangelidsm by 
the fetters of their system, and so entirely satisfied that they have 
attained to the climax of aU which they call " essential " truth, 
that it appears to them scarcely possible any thing beyond their 
wretched and narrow views remains to be known by them. An 
elderly clergyman of this school, in conversation, remarked, that 
if this mode of interpretation be the true one, (meaning that mode 
which receives God's word to say what it means and to mean 
what it says,) then he u must sit down to read his Bible with a 
new pair of spectacles.'* The state of mind which this remark 
manifests is general amongst our scribes and doctors of Evan- 
gelical Pharisaism. 
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fail to deliver the warning voice, or give out 
but an uncertain sound of things that are 
coming on the earth ; O, fear ye, fear ye, 
to revile or to turn a deaf ear unto those 
who are the messengers of the Lord of Hosts, 
placed by Him to guard the walls of the city, 
and are calling loudly unto you to " come 
out" from the " city of confusion !" 

There is a fatal error, to which, in con- 
clusion, we advert, under the influence of 
which it is to be apprehended many sincerely 
disposed people are labouring, and continue to 
exclude all further advancement in the know- 
ledge of the Scriptures. An unwarrantable dis- 
tinction is devised between certain portions of 
Divine revelation. The persons to whom we 
allude, profess to admit the truth of the Lord's 
coming before the millennium, and probably 
would not be unwilling to join with ourselves 
in lamenting the low and declined state of the 
Churches. But in order to get rid of the ur- 
gency of declaring this truth, and the great 
and glorious things connected with it, they 
frame a distinction between, what they term 
" essentials and non-essentials " in matters 
of faith. We do not envy those their judg- 
ment who reason thus, but rather would we 
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caution them against thus dictating to the 
God of infinite wisdom and power, what 
shall be considered essential and non-essen- 
tial, in His own pure and perfect Word. 
What ! shall he whose wisdom is but fool- 
ishness with God; who must ascribe all he 
can or ever shall know of the things of God 
to that same mighty Spirit who hath indited 
the Word ; shall he presume to set bounds to 
the necessary, understanding of the same, or 
bring to the bar of his blind judgment the 
mind of the living God; to define what are 
specialties in what is to be received as a 
whole ? Ah ! this is but one among the many 
indications of that false system which is 
current ; whereby Scripture is wrested from its 
meaning, and painfully garbled to support the 
religious notions of this or that school ; while 
all that does not minister to that system, 
however much the glory of God and the great- 
ness of His own purposes may be wrapped up 
in it, is rejected, or passed by with the neg 
ligence of a sceptic, under the idea of not 
essential to salvation ! Hence it is, that the 
idolaters of such systems (which is an idolatry 
equally criminal with that paid to any other 
part of God's works), can find no satisfaction 
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in listening to a discourse, however profound 
an exposition it may be of God's truth, where 
their favourite doctrines of justification by 
faith (so termed), or of (€ election" or of t€ in- 
divelling sin" or of "progressive sanctification" 
are not treated of. To say nothing in this 
place of the unscriptural terms here used, we 
only observe how seriously and awfully fettered 
such minds must be, which, having learnt the 
interpretation of God's holy Word in the 
schools of men, can dare to invent and build 
their faith upon a system, to support which 
they must rend in pieces the truth of Christ; 
to one portion attributing the term, essential, 
to another, non-essential. Allied also to this 
error, is another figment, that prophecy is 
to be a mere attestation to the truth of the 
Scriptures, or of God's general Providential 
superintendence of the world, instead of being 
" as a light shining in a dark place" to ani- 
mate the hopes, and quicken the expectations 
of the Church of Christ in the present cloudy 
and mournful time, (S until the day dawn, and 
the day-star arise in our hearts."* Many, who 
will not venture deliberately to refuse their 
credence to what is positively contained in the 

• 2 Pet i. 19. 
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Word, lend a sort of easy attention to these 
things, and profess to agree on the .subjects 
referring to the coming of Christ, yet will they, 
when pressed on the fact of the total change, 
which their maintaining openly and fearlessly 
as in the sight of God the truths abore-men- 
tioned must produce, be found as full of un- 
belief and cavil as the most inveterate opposers. 
A saving reception of the word of prophecy 
cannot conceal itself. " Thy word," saith 
Jeremiah, " was in mine heart as a burning 
fire."* Woe to him that is ashamed of his 
Master's " words." 

But we must cdnclude this Preface. The 
days of tribulation are at hand, and many will 
draw back, " but whosoever shall be ashamed 
of me and my words, saith the Lord, of him 
shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when He 
cometh in the glory of His Father, with the 
holy angels." Some, to release themselves 
from the responsibility urged upon them at 
this day, will charge the faithful watchmen 
with uncharitableness and want of humility. 
This is but a cloak, behind which, like the 
Papists in the days of Luther, they retire, 
whence they may send forth more composedly 

• Jet. xx. 9. 
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their arrows of vituperation and scorn. We 
forbear further arguments. 

The following Discourses are published 
under the conviction that, however unworthy 
the effort be, it is the duty of those who have 
received any accession of knowledge in the 
truth of God, to dispense it freely for the 
good of any who may be disposed to seek after 
it. " The wise shall understand." If any of 
those who heard shall read what is here con- 
tained, may they remember the Author's 
anxious desire, that the glory of God their 
Saviour, and the eternal welfare of their souls 
was the constant end and hope of his mi- 
nistry among them. May the Lord prosper 
His work ! 



INTRODUCTION. 



It might be expected from what has been 
urged in the Preface to this little volume, that 
the Sermons contained in it must possess much 
of a novel and striking character. Let the 
reader dispossess himself of such an expec- 
tation. Though the subject be a new one, as 
it respects what is commonly set before the 
people at this day, .the manner of treating it 
is by no means new, only comes very far 
short of what many more able pens have 
written. Still, however feeble the production, 
the all-important topic it defends cannot in 
the least degree be thereby affected. 

That the minds of some maybe awakened and 
assisted in breaking away from the unchristian 



bondage in which they are held, is the Author's 
honest and sincere desire in sending them 
forth. At the same time, he cannot refrain 
from expressing his fearful concern, nay, holy 
abhorrence, of a religioua system, which betra; 
so great neglect and ignorance of truths 
vital, so momentous. Sad, indeed, must be 
the state of that Church which delights in the 
forgetfulness of her Lord's promised return! 
An adulteress, and no other name can belong 
to such! And sad, too, must their condition 
be, who can look upon with a suspicious dread, 
or venture to bring obloquy upon those who 
have been enabled to apprehend more of the 
great mystery of God our Saviour, which un- 
folds to the faithful in Jesus, the joyful hope 
of His second appearing! The following Dis- 
courses have entire reference to this — to the 
personal coming and personal reign of the 
great Head of the Church, with His members, 
over this renewed and sin-purged earth. 

All things combine to show the faithful 
watchmen in Israel that the dawning of the 
great day is approaching. And it does becomt 
every one, who would give a good account 
of his sacred stewardship, to take heed lest 
he be found in the apostasy which is ripening 
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for the lake of fire. The present are no times 
for compromise, nor for fulsome compliment to 
religious parties, which are as much involved 
(though, perhaps, ignorantly, and happy will 
it be, if this ignorance be not found in too 
many cases to be wilful) in the '* mystery 
of iniquity," as those to whom they have ever 
applied the name of enemies to Christ, even 
the open infidels of the day. When the great 
heads of doctrine, such as the incarnation, the 
perfect humanity of Christ in fallen flesh, 
complete reconciliation, and free forgiveness 
to all through him, and the work of the Holy 
Ghost in the persons of the Elect ; when these 
are obscured and corrupted by the traditions of 
man, he, who being enabled to think for him- 
self, and come out, and be a " lover of that 
which is good," will find what it is to be an 
unpopular advocate u for the faith which was 
once delivered to the saints" To be con- 
sistent, to be honest, to do the Lord's work, by 
the surrendering of our own will to Him, who 
is shortly to be revealed in the fulness of His 
glory, there is left for us nothing but to pursue 
a straightforward course, neither influenced 
by applauses on the right hand, nor by revilings 
on the left. Great and blessed is the privilege 
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to be called to this : C€ As therefore we were 
allowed of God to be in trust with the Gospel, 
even so we speak ; not as pleasing men, but 
God, which trieth our hearts." (1 Thessalonians 
ii. 4.) 

Hastings, March 31, 1834. 



PART THE FIRST. 



SERMON I. 



ON LUKEWARMNESS. 



Revelations iii. 14 — 16. 

" THESE THINGS SAITH THE AMEN, THE FAITHFUL AND TRUE 
WITNESS, THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION OF GOD, 
I KNOW THT WORKS, THAT THOU ART NEITHER COLD 
NOR HOT ; I WOULD THOU WERT COLD OR HOT. SO THEN 
BECAUSE THOU ART LUKEWARM, AND NEITHER COLD NOR 
HOT, I WILL SPUE THEE OUT OF MY MOUTH." 

I begin this discourse with stating that that 
which it was given unto John by revelation to 
declare concerning the seven churches of Asia, 
bears strong evidence of being a prophetic 
description of the state of the Church of God 
under its seven periods of existence before 
the coming of Christ. The whole was repre* 
sented in vision, and comprises the various 
epochs signalizing the Christian Church during 



the interval between the first and second 
advent of the Lord Jesus. The seventh 
church coincides with the seventh period, the 
declarations respecting each applying to the 
general character and the prominent religious 
feature, at particular points of time, of the 
Church as a body, outward' and real, and ex- 
hibiting the all-controlling hand of the Lord 
in leading, interposing, saving, chastening, 
and defending it amidst the assaults of ene- 
mies and the accumulating corruptions arising 
out of human infirmity, depravity, and error. 
That no one is to be inattentive to these 
several things indited by the Spirit for the 
Church is plain, from those words which occur, 
not once merely at the end of all, but after 
every separate declaration, to each church : — 
" He that hath an ear let him hear what the 
Spirit saith to the churches ; " not to one 
merely, but to all the churches. Seven times 
is it written. And as our blessed Lord, when 
he delivered his instructive lessons in parables, 
and by the Holy Spirit has caused them to be 
transmitted to all generations, said, " Whoso 
hath ears to hear, let him hear," so also as 
to the great and wondeiful things written in 
the words of the prophecy of this Book of 



Revelations. He accompanies them with 
" He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith to the churches:" and the whole 
Book is prefaced with the promise of an 
especial blessing on " him that readeth, and 
on those that hear the words of this pro- 
phecy," * 

I need dwell no longer now upon the im- 
portance of giving our deepest attention to 
the prophecies of this Book : for as John, 
in the beginning, writes, " The time is at 
hand" when they were coming to pass; so 
must " the time be at hand" when they shall 
be fully and completely accomplished. That 
which is written in connexion with the words 
of the text, and addressed to the Church of 
the Laodiceans, the last of the seven churches, 
has most clear reference to the state of the 
professing churches in the last period of time. 
The words are these : — " And unto the angel 
of the Church of the Laodiceans write ; These 
things saith the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of the creation of God ; 
I know thy works, that thou art neither cold 
nor hot : I would thou wert cold or hot. So 
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither 

* Rerdations i. 3. 
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cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my 
mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and 
increased with goods, and have need of nothing; 
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked : 
I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the 
fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white rai- 
ment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that 
the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; 
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou 
mayest see. As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten : be zealous therefore, and repent." 

I will endeavour to take the parts of this 
passage in order, and open them to you. The 
message is — to the angel of the Church of the 
Laodiceans, — the angel, the ministering ser- 
vant before the Lord, for the edification, 
teaching, and learning of the members of the 
Church. In Heb. i. 14, of the angels in heaven 
he saith, " Are they not all ministering spirits, 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be 
heirs of salvation!" Hence the term applied 
to those who minister among the peopl 
ambassadors for Christ, bearing the blessed 
message of peace to penitent souls, and 
comfort to the broken hearted. Thus the idi 
may be enlarged, to comprehend the whole 
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body of Christ's ambassadors taken as one, 
and applied to all the prophets as a body 
in the Church in England at a particular time, 
at any particular period of the Church, From 
whom is the message ? " These things saith 
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the 
beginning of the creation of God." These are 
the titles given to Christ Jesus, as the Head 
of all the Church, from whom the word of 
exhortation in the text comes. He is the 
Amen; the very truth; one who never falsi- 
fies, alters, and errs from the word of his 
truth. " I am Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which 
is, and which was, and which is to come, the 
Almighty/'* Thus Paul, to the 2 Cor, i. 19, 
" For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was 
preached among you by us, even by me and 
Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, 
but in Him was yea*' (not uncertain, not 
doubtful, not changeable, not yea and nay, 
but yea, and sure, and fixed, and unalterable). 
" For all the promises of God in him are yea, 
and in him amen, unto the glory of God by 
us." What Christ Jesus ever was, he is, and 
ever will be ; €t the same yesterday, to-day, 

• Rev. i. 8. 



and for ever," What his purpose was, what his 
love, what his name to lost sinners, all remain 
the same. His glory will never fail. " His 
name shall endure for ever, his name shall be 
continued as long as the sun, and men shall be 
blessed in him j all nations shall call him 
blessed." He is the " faithful and true wit- 
ness" for God and his holiness. "If I bear 
witness of myself," said Jesus, " my witness 
is not true."* Again, " I have not spoken of 
myself, but the Father who sent me : he gave 
me a commandment what I should say, and 
what I should speak; and I know that bis 
commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever 
I speak, therefore, even as the Father said 
unto me, so I speak. "f For so it was pre- 
dicted of him in Deut. xviii. 18, 19:—" Tl 
Lord said unto Moses, I will raise them 
up a Prophet from among their brethren, like 
unto thee, and will put my words in his 
mouth ; and he shall speak unto them all that 
I shall command him. And it shall 
pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto 
my words which he shall speak in my name, 
will require it of him." As a teacher seni 
from God, Jesus sought not his own honour: 

• John v. Ml. t John *"■ *i>, 
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he referred all to the Father. " He whom 
God hath sent speaketh the words of God." 
" I speak that which I have seen with my 
Father." " He that loveth me not keepeth not 
my sayings: and the word which ye hear is 
not mine, but the Father's which sent me." 
And not only faithful to his Father's word 
and honour, but a true witness also. All that 
he testifies of the Father is true. The Father 
himself, in a voice from heaven, glorified his 
own name in his Son. More than once was it 
heard, " This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased; hear ye him!" " Him hath 
God the Father sealed." And Jesus con- 
fessed, " I have greater witness of the truth of 
that I declare than the testimony of John ; for 
the works which the Father hath given me to 
finish, the same works that I do, bear witness 
of me that the Father hath sent me, and the 
Father himself, which hath sent me, hath 
borne witness of me." And in John (1 Ep. 
v. 20), " And the Son of God is come, and 
hath given us an understanding, that we may 
know him that is true, and we are in him that 
is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ." 

Now this must be the character of every 
teacher whom God sends. Many come into 



the churches whom God does not send; hut 
the "sent" of God must preach not himself, 
but Christ, not of and about Christ, but Christ 
in all his offices of Prophet, Priest, and King — 
a King hereafter, and that shortly to be mani- 
fested. (John xviii. 37, compared John xix, 
21,22.) Many preach of Christ, but preach 
themselves all the while. Thus the Gospel, 
now at this day, is set before the people in 
man's words, to suit the fastidious ear, and 
please the hearers, as though God needed the 
testimony of man. The ornaments of man's 
eloquence are so much defilement, if it be 
possible to hold the idea of defiling a hoi 
Gospel. Every word ia pure. We cannot 
too plain to he faithful witnesses. We canm 
be too faithful in holding up Christ, and Chi 
only, to be true. It is a great thing learned, 
that God despises the wisdom of this world. 
Thus Paul experimentally declares to the Co- 
rinthians, " And I, brethren, when I came to 
you, came not with excellency of speech or of 
wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of 
God; my speech and my preaching were not 
with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power. 
The prophet who comes in the name of Chri 






is the voice, not of himself, but of the Spirit. 
The Spirit must speak in him. God will be 
glorified in Christ, and the Spirit taketh of the 
things of Christ, and shows them unto men. 
As the mere natural man cannot possibly 
receive the things of the Spirit, so cannot any 
one interpret the mind of God but by the 
Spirit. " God gave unto Jesus the Spirit 
without measure;' 9 thereby he preached the 
acceptable year of the Lord. He was the 
faithful and true witness. To open God's 
truth according to the meaning of the Spirit 
which indited it, we must receive out of the 
fulness which dwelleth in Christ; and you, 
dear brethren, must set your minds in ready, 
willing, humble posture, as waiting at the 
Lord's gates, to receive the Spirit, to open 
your hearts, and give you an understanding 
that you may know Him that is true. This is 
not the state of the professing Church. 
Men talk about the influences of the Spirit, 
and not of the Holy Ghost himself, which is 
nothing different from the Socinian, who 
denies the divinity of Jesus, and describes the 
Holy Spirit by the name, not of a person, but 
an afflatus, energy, or emanation. In the 
same manner it is that the professing Church 
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is worshipping a religion instead of God — 
heir own opinions and systems, instead of 
worshipping God in Christ; and thus tliey 
hope to be saved by the doctrine instead of by 
Christ; and the reason of this is, because the 
work of the Holy Ghost is neither understood 
nor regarded in the matter of a soul's sal- 
vation. Men talk at best about the aid of the 
Spirit, together with their doings, their prayers, 
their repentance; but the Bible, yea, Christ, 
" the faithful and true witness," has this lan- 
guage, "I live by the Father;" "as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us." — " I in them, and thou in 
me, that they may be made perfect in one." 
This explains the inhabitation of the Holy 
Spirit, who is our wisdom, who prays in us, 
who leads us, sanctifies, and changes us from 
glory to glory into the same image with Christ. 
Thus Christ, dwelling in us by the Spirit, is 
the hope of glory. Hence, losing sight of the 
Spirit and the life, we have come to build upon 
systems and doctrines taught by men—" their 
fear toward me is taught by the precepts of 
men ;" and all our services are shadows and 
forms, and ourselves but skeletons, without 
life, without the unction of the Spirit, without 
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holiness in the flesh, dry and barren. And all 
this because we do not exalt Christ, who is 
the faithful and true witness. We should not 
have so many critics in our congregations, nor 
so many cavillers sitting in judgment on the 
preacher, if we hadfaithful witnesses for Christ, 
and if His words of truth, and not our own 
words about his truth, were more opened. 

But to pursue our exposition. Christ is 
also " the beginning of the creation of God." 
We have this title more fully described in 
Col. i. 15, and following : " He is the image of 
the invisible God, the firstborn of every crea- 
ture. For by Him were all things created that 
are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or domi- 
nions, or principalities, or powers : all things 
were created by him and for him, and he is 
before all things, and by him all things consist, 
and he is the head of the body, the Church ; 
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in all he might have the pre- 
eminence ; for it pleased the Father that in 
him should all fulness dwell." As to his 
divine nature, Christ was in the beginning 
with God, and was God. As to his human 
nature, it was the purpose of God from all 
eternity to bring the Christ into this world. 
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This earth was created for that purpose, to 
bring the Christ, the image of the invisible 
God, by whom God should be manifested and 
knowiij into it. He is " the beginning of the 
creation of God," (the firstborn of every crea- 
ture) } and when God said, " Let us make 
man in our image," it was not accomplished 
in Adam (solely)— that was a fiat which had 
reference to Christ in the low estate of our 
nature, and was not therefore manifested to us 
until when, " in the fulness of time, God sent 
his Son, made of woman, mmti under the (an; 
to redeem them that were under the (aw, that 
we might receive the adoption of sous," (Gal. 
iv. 4, 5,) and " we beheld his glory, {St, John i.) 
the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, 
fall of grace and truth." Thus the coming 
of the Lord Christ, his taking our frail and 
suffering nature, was no after-thought of God, 
not, as it were, a mere remedy, because of 
man's transgression, but it was the everlasting 
purpose to manifest himself in the form of the 
creature ; and hence it is said, " a body hast 
thou prepared for me." " And when he 
bringeth in the First- be gotten into the world, 
he saith, Let all the angels worship hi 
Tiie First-begotten — the worship to be paid 
• Hebrew! I. 6. 
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to Him, showing his Godhead, " in whom, 
and by whom, and for whom, are all things." 

Having stated to whom the message is 
sent, and from whom, we may ask, What is 
the message? Into this we must more par- 
ticularly enter in another discourse. " These 
things saith the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of the creation of God, 
/ know thy works, that thou art neither cold 
nor hot j I would thou wert cold or hot : so then 
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor 
hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth/ 9 «§c 
This is the allegation of Christ against his pro- 
fessing Church — the angel being the repre- 
sentative of the Church — and it is a fearful one. 
It is evidently addressed to the Church at a 
time when she might bear much of the out- 
ward sign of devotion and spirituality. She 
is not cold, not entirely motionless, not in- 
sensible to the claims of the members of his 
body ; she is not sealed up in a total indif- 
ference about the truth of God; there is a 
certain activity and clamour, a certain zeal 
for doctrines, ordinances, a revolving, as it 
were, of a religious machinery, which gives 
an appearance to the unwary that truth is 
flourishing, the Gospel promoted, the cause of 
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Christ going on. But though thou art not cold, 
" I know thy works," saith Christ. There are 
works done in thee, but I am not acknow- 
ledged in them. You preach something in 
my name, but you are not making me all in 
all in your churches. My truth, where is it ? 
My love, where is it? My Spirit, where is 
it? Where is the edification of my people? 
They are bound, up in the trammels of systems; 
ye are full of vain-glory; ye have shut out my 
presence, and substituted man's maxima, for 
the teaching of my Spirit. " I know thy 
works." O ! let us who are of this con- 
gregation, let us observe these things. The 
world is dreaming, and its dreams are of peace. 
The religious world are wresting Scripture, 
perverting God's truth, in order to suit their 
own standards of orthodoxy. " Faithful and 
true witnesses" — both priests and people, are 
vanished out of the land. This is Christ's 
complaint urged against the churches, " 7 
know thy ivorks." " They ask counsel, but 
not of me, saith the Lord." Let us hear 
further : " I would thou wert cold or hot." 
If thou wert cold, altogether unacquainted 
with my words, and were without any signs 
even of religious life and zeal ; thou mightest 
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be open more to conviction ; thou mightest be 
brought out of thy deadness at the sound of 
the great eternal truths I am now about to 
proclaim, and might arise, and shine, receiving 
the light of the Spirit of divine wisdom from 
above. Thus, brethren, many, I solemnly 
believe, in the present day, having the form of 
godliness, taught by man, building upon re- 
ligious systems instead of upon Christ, have 
to unlearn a great deal; and I say so the 
more confidently, seeing how many turn their 
backs upon the preaching of the Gospel of the 
kingdom; the love of God to all, and the 
redemption of all this created world by the 
Son of God taking our very flesh, and pre- 
senting it holy in righteousness unto God; 
the coming of Jesus in all his glory ; the de- 
liverance of the saints ; and the restitution of 
all things in this fallen world. Not having 
been brought up in this creed, they cannot 
receive it; and being not of childlike minds 
in the school of Christ, they reject God's 
truth, which the faithful and true witness 
is sent to declare. I think, brethren, this 
is the great turning point in the matter of 
faith, at the present day. Whether men will 
listen to the words of God in his own book, 
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or trust to the words of man, taken out, 
making a sort of mutilation of that perfect 
law of God. We must receiee the Bible as 
a whole, or we can receive no one part in 
the full and proper sense, in the sense of 
whole. The design is one, and Scripti 
explains itself. The purposes of God froi 
the beginning are not to be maimed and frit- 
tered away, by pandering to short- sighted 
intellect, nor can wa expect that individual 
salvation can go on, can be begun and per- 
fected in the Spirit, whilst the great Head of 
the whole is forgotten; the beginning of the 
creation of God is rejected; his glory not re- 
garded ; his kingdom not prayed for. Many 
who are spiritually-minded, will be brought 
out of their trammels, to look for, and believe 
in, the glory of the coming day of Christ in 
his kingdom ; but those who will set them- 
selves obstinately against it, we judge not ; 
we leave them. I hope there may be many in 
this congiegation, who, not having hitherto 
shown any real evidences of the life of Christ 
in their souls, may he roused by the mes- 
sage from " the Amen" to the Church of the 
Laodiceans. God has some people here, 
trust, already; others may arise: the seed 
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sown cometh up we know not how. The 
announcement of the return of Jesus is an 
awful, a stirring subject. The sight of him in 
the clouds, with all his saints caught up to 
meet him ; when the heavens shall shake, and 
the earth tremble at the presence of the God 
of the whole world — who can think of it, 
without listening to the message given in the 
text? Surely, my hearers, you must have 
some apprehension about that day ; realise it. 
It is a fact, a sure event, not a surmise ; and 
the times, the prophecies of God's book, the 
state of the professing Church, all confirm to 
intimate its nearness. "I would thou wert 
cold or hot : — be zealous, and repent." " He 
that hath an ear to hear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches. 1 
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SERMON II; 

ON THE SELF-SATISFIED CONDITION OF 

THE CHURCH. 



Revelations iii. 17, 18. 

" BECAUSE THOU SAYEST, I AM RICH, AND INCREASED WITH 
GOODS, AND HAVE NEED OF NOTHING : AND KNOW EST NOT 
THAT THOU ART WRETCHED, AND MISERABLE, AND POOR, 
AND BLIND, AND NAKED ; I COUNSEL THEE TO BUY OF 
ME GOLD TRIED IN THE FIRE, THAT THOU MATEST 
BE RICH; AND WHITE RAIMENT, THAT THOU MAYEST 
BE CLOTHED, AND THAT THE SHAME OF THY NAKEDNESS 
DO NOT APPEAR : AND ANOINT THINE EYES WITH EYE- 
SALVE THAT THOU MAYEST SEE." 

Having opened, in the morning discourse, 
my brethren, the nature of the charge against 
the church of Laodicea, by " the Amen, the 
faithful and true witness/' even Jesus Christ, 
and having submitted to you my full assurance 
and belief that that church was typical of the 
present state of the professing Church in 
England, I proceed now to enter into, more 
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minutely, the several points contained in that 
charge, and endeavour thereby to unfold this 
most instructive portion of Scripture, with a 
view to our individual benefit. Let there be 
no ear now open to carp and cavil at what is 
heard from this pulpit, but let me have your 
patient attention to what the Lord Jesus has 
taught me in his holy truth, as the angel of 
this church, while I will freely, and, according 
as I may be enabled, fully declare it. We 
have one common Saviour, to him only I care 
to direct your souls. Hear, then, what he 
further says to the Church of the Laodiceans ; 
" Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing." We 
find now this expression of self* greatness, and 
abundance, and self-sufficiency, growing up in 
an actual state of utter detestation and loathing 
in the sight of the Lord, viz., a state of luke- 
warmness, neither cold nor hot, having a name 
to live, but being spiritually dead ; as the Lord 
testifies against it, saying, " I know thy works, 
that thou art neither cold nor hot, I would 
thou wert cold or hot : so then because thou 
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
spue thee out of my mouth." What a hateful 
representation does this give of their state ! 



How not only unacceptable, but nauseous and 
abominable ! but withal this, in the midst of her 
low, corrupted condition, the Church imagines 
herself in the highest possible degree of pros- 
perity and spirituality, " I am rich, and 
creased with goods, and have need of nothing. 
So possible is it, yea, so easy for deli 
be most gross and dark, when appearances, 
and self-esteem arising from appearances, are 
fairest. That such is our state, and not ours 
only, but of the whole of Christendom, an 
unbiassed mind will have little difficulty in 
conceding. We have no hesitation in asserting, 
that under the most specious appearance, never 
was the true doctrine of the full and richGospel 
so obscured, nor the things of the kingdom of 
God's dear Son so little understood, nor the 
Spirit less known in the church of Christ as 
at this day. It seems bold to put forward this 
plain assertion in the face of all that we see 
carrying on in the name of religion. But 
there is a species of idolatry at the present day 
existing, which, because it lies under colour 
of an evangelic name, is more deceptious, while 
it is the more hateful to God. For, dear 
brethren, mark ! it is not when the Church 
knows herself to be dark, and impotent, and 
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impoverished, that the Lord sqpds this charge 
against her, but at a time when her outward 
character seems so fair, and the praise of the 
world seems lavishing upon her, that she is 
obnoxious in the sight of Christ, when she 
says, " J am rich." The current religious 
phraseology in the present time is, What in- 
crease of goodness in the Church ! What great 
zeal after spiritual things! What days of 
light ! How much more the Gospel is preached ! 
How increasing are the congregations ! Now 
all this only hides the inward deformity. 
There is a sort of Gospel declared and list- 
ened to; and there is, as it were, here and 
there, an intellectual repast prepared, to which 
the spiritualised world can sit down and 
delight in : and even one immersed in the seas 
of vanity, and filled with the spirit of a vain 
world, may now be heard pouring forth praises 
upon the preacher, expatiating upon what is 
beautiful in composition, touching in feeling, 
and eloquent in style; while something of 
the rudiments of a self-denying Gospel is 
interwoven with it, to qualify it, and com- 
mend it to the more serious. Alas ! we should 
be an occasion of great mourning to the Apostle 
or any of the primitive teachers, were they to 



Hence the message of Christ unto tlie angel 
of the Church of the Laodiceans, " I counsel 
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayest he rich." It is difficult to con- 
vince those who are wedded to a certain system, 
of any error in what they cleave to. It is 
very difficult to un teach a man, and bid him 
■gin anew, and become us a little child, 
i receive the things of God, It is difficult 
a disturb men, when they are eneloaed in the 
ma of their fatness, confident of safety, lulled 
into peace of their own making, but it must 
be done at all hazards ; there is absolute need 
of it now. 

I believe, dear brethren, the Lord Jesus is at 
the door: he is coming to judgment: his ser- 
vants he would find watching : his watchmen, 
Ie angels of his churches, he apprises of 
j coming, that he may make up his jewels, 
jd because it is difficult to convince the 
tarlsee, the carnal Pharisee, or the evan- 
lie Pharisee, that there is no righteousness 
hat will serve them in tliat day, 
art. we the more urgently press upon 
rinces this solemn truth, that you, 
■ *Hny be awakened, that you no 
;r as those who say, " My Lord 




I 



24 

delayeth his coming," but that yo arise am 
call upon God, that ye call upon him to give 
you the Holy Ghost, to put off from you your 
false and barren notions, and " put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh to fulfil the lusts thereof." And 
because thou sayest, "I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing;" and 
1 because ye are satisfied with the formal ser- 
vices of your peace-offerings, and your burnt- 
offerings and sacrifices ; because, as with 
Ephraim, ye say, " In all my labours they 
shall find none iniquity in me that were sin;"* 
because thou sayest this, and " knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked," whilst this per- 
verseness of mind, and this infatuation conceals 
from you your true state, " I counsel thee to 
buy fine gold tried in the fire, that thou niayest 
be rich ; and white raiment, that thou mayest 
be clothed, and that the shame of thy naked- 
ness do not appear ; and anoint thine eyes with 
eye-salve, that thou mayest see." 

In this abject state, in which (although con- 
cealed from its own sight) the Lord Jesus be- 
holds the degraded Church, how gracious, how 

• Uosea »ii. 8. 
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loving are his counsel and errand of mercy by 
the angel of the Church ! Why does he not 
execute wrath at once ? Why does he spare 
the unprofitable vine, and not cut it down, and 
no longer suffer it to cumber the ground ? Be- 
ause there are yet a few souls to be brought 
mt of her defilements and her bondage, and to 
be sealed in their foreheads with the sealing of 
the Holy Ghost, ere the terrible day of the 
Lord come. Sodom shall not be buried be- 
neath the storm of bail, and tire, and brim- 
stone, until Lot be brought forth ; and he must 
hasten out lest he should linger and be con- 
sumed. The old world should not be swallowed 
up with the waters, nor the windows of heaven 
be opened to pour out the deluge of wrath 
upon its inhabitants, until Noah and all his, 
and all the congregated animals, be gathered 
iu security and the door of the ark be shut. 
Long did be preach righteousness (even 120 
years) to an obstinate people : long did they wit- 
ness his labours, in obedience to the commands 
of his God to prepare this great structure ; 
yet there were none found save Noah who had 
grace in the eyes of the Lord. And though 
the Lord is now opening the prophetic word 
his ministers to warn the people, yet shall 



liut the deluge of the conflagration descend 
upon the earth till all the elect are gathered 
out, and being then gathered together to meet 
Him in the cloud of glory, the rest shall be 
left to their doom. 

Now, brethren, long has the Lord Jesus 
spoke to this nation, and warned the whole 
body of Christians, and raked up prophets 
from time to time to deliver the Gospel of 
truth from the traditions of man, and from the 
worldllness of its professors, and now he calls 
to a worldly Church and people, to a secular 
priesthood, and to a Christ-denying kingdom, 
to prepare for another purification, and not 
a little reformation (which even the blinded 
can profess to desire), but to prepare for Hii 
self, who is coming to his temple,* even tl 
Messenger of the Covenant, who will again 
drive out the buyers and the sellers, that it 
may be made a house of prayer and pi 
And hear his blessed words of mercy 
counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in tl 
fire, that thou may est be rich ; and whil 
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and tl 
the shame of thy nakedness do not appear 
and anoiut thine eyes with eyesalve, that tli 

• »I niacin iii. 1. 
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may est see." Heie are three things Christ has 
to give :— 

I. Gold tried in the fire. 

II. White raiment. 

III. Eyesalve to anoint the eyes. 
And, first, " Gold trieil in the fire." He 

condescends to make use of the very term 
which murks the object of idolatry in the 
world that his advice may be understood : 
" Gold tried in the Jirt." The gold that the 
Lord God has to bestow is not perishable nor 

ninishable, but it maketh rich, increasingly 
rich, yea, even to all eternity. It is the trea- 
sure hid in the field, which, whosoever findeth, 
shall need nothing more to make him happy ; 
ail else be finds will only make him miserable. 
He goes and sells all that he has, and buys that 
field -. it is tried in the fire, and is found lo be 
pure gold, durable gold, infinitely precious gold. 
All who have tried it have found it imperish- 
able, enriching beyond all calculation. It is 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, preached in 
the Gospel of the kingdom. And here let 
aie be understood to state my conviction that 

I the rich gifts with which the Lord Jesus 
indued his Church after that he had ascended 

i on high, were endowments for which the 
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Church is ever held responsible, being ] 
of, and indeed forming, her very constitution 
and strength, and by which she should be 
upheld, and kept pure, and perfected, amidst 
all the multiplied adversaries which would 
gather about her. And from this I would 
further state, that all the arguments and the 
books of man's reasoning that are produced 
to prove the miraculous testimony of God's 
power in his Church to be intended for the 
apostolic days alone, are unwarrantable, are 
not supported by Scripture, and are therefore 
untenable. Nay, more, the words of Scripture 
wherein the promises of God to his Church 
are contained, directly show the contrary. 
The Church has not the faith to plead these 
promises, and not pleading them, has fallen 
into her present " wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked" state. A 
shadow is she of her once glorious substance— 
a body without life, bound together by articles 
and formularies, and not by the Spirit of the 
living God. Surely is it plain indeed, that for 
the obtaining of these, for her revival, does the 
lx>rd counsel his Church in the words of the 
text. But what he addresses to the body he 
addresses also to every individual : " 1 coun- 
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sel you to buy of me gold tried in the fire." 
In Christ's steady I pray you, buy it of Him. 
O, brethren ! I could wish to make you covetous 
for once. There is no idolatry in this case. 
All other is dreadful idolatry. But this I 
counsel you to covet: " Covet earnestly the 
best gifts" Ah ! every poor man and woman 
among you, hear this counsel, and be rich for 
eternity. All that is contained in the Gospel 
is included in it. The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is " heir of all things," is with 
you, whosoever will hear this counsel of the 
Son of God. And the riches "of his grace, 
who can tell them? The unfathomable love 
of God, the immeasurable enjoyment of 
mercy, the praises of a Redeemer, the regions 
of eternal glory, government with Jesus in 
his blessed kingdom— these, tell of riches, 
these declare the worth of that gold which 
he counsels every one of you to buy of him, 
that you may be rich. " To buy," his 
words are. Have you, then, any thing to 
give for it ? No ! Only believe his promises ; 
believe on what he has done ; go to the throne 
of grace and to the fountain of exhaustless trea- 
sures, and plead his own name, and his own 
words, and you shall have more than you can 
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desire. As I bring to you the words of r 
c on ci Hat ion through his blood, I bid you also. 
Go and buy of Him, and not rest your souls 
on me or my doctrine ; but go buy of Him in 
whose name I speak. 

But, secondly, he also counsels you, as he 
does his Church collectively, to procure his 
" white raiment, that thou may est be clothed, 
and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 
appear." This is figurative of the holiness 
with which we must appear before God. 
When Adam and Eve had sinned against God, 
it is written, " their eyes were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked," and they 
were ashamed and fled away from God, at- 
tempting to hide themselves ; descriptive, in- 
deed of that awful change which sin brought 
into the world. The innocency in which 
they were created departing from them j they 
were made sensible of it, and hid away. 
Now they know that God is too pure to 
behold iniquity, and therefore they dare not 
meet him. Beloved, the holy image must 
be restored, or we shall never see God. 
The pure in heart, they shall see him. Why 
do men now shun God and his truth ? Be- 
cause they are unholy. And why will they 
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not be made clean ? Why will they not plead 
his promises, and be clothed in holiness? 
" They love darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds are evil." And again, why 
do men attempt to justify themselves ? Why 
do we find every one (i. e. ignorant of Christ) 
seeking some sort of ground of hope in their 
conduct, their manner of life, as a means of 
acceptance with God ? Because they know 
there is something they need, something ne- 
cessary wherewith to appear before him. But 
the manner how, is the question, my brethren. 
How shall you and I stand before God? 
Since man fell, no human art or act can make 
us better-^can make us holy* Many, who 
have only some natural ideas about holiness, 
seek to hide their soul's nakedness by (like 
Herod) u doing many things;*' outwardly 
moral, full of alms~deecfo, honest, upright, re- 
spectable, &c. : but this will not suffice. The 
holiness which must be put on as clothing for 
the soul must be a spotless righteousness in 
the sight of God: no flaw, no taint of sin, 
must be in it : there must be a perfect spotless 
righteousness, an unsinning obedience to the 
holy law of God, presented to God by us, or 
we are cast out for ever. Let me have the 



32 

ears of your inmost hearts open to what I 
saying. Your happiness depends upon 
Christ Jesus has alone presented in our na- 
ture, in our flesh, through the eternal Spirit, a 
perfect, sinless obedience ; and " ye are com- 
plete in him:"* for this is the righteousness 
of the law : " Lo, I come ; I delight to do thy 
will, O God : yea, thy law is within my heart.' 
Now " Christ is the end of the law for righte- 
ousness unto every one that believeth." Come, 
" buy of him white raiment}" the white linen 
mentioned in Rev. xix. 8; clean and white; 
the righteousness of the saints, who are the 
bride of the Lamb. It is also represented 
in the parable of the marriage of the king's 
son as the wedding garmeut; whosoever is 
without this shall in no case enter the holy 
place ; " without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord." Now this holiness we are com- 
manded to keep and to observe. We are 
called to it; to maintain it in the flesh by 
being crucified with Christ; having sin put to 
death in the flesh through faith in Christ, the 
life of God existing in the soul, through the 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost, and the death 
of the flesh. In this light I understand that 
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text, "Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin, for his seed remaineth in him, 
and he cannot sin. because he is born of 
God."* The vagueness with which the doc- 
trine of holiness is stated, and the low views 
which are entertained on it, through the 
heretical tenet of Christ taking our unfallen 
nature, instead of the nature of the Virgin, 
and therefore of Adam after the fall (yet 
without sin), seem to be the especial object of 
Christ's counsel to his Church at this time, as 
contained in this part of the text ; " As 
he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy 
in all manner of conversation." This is the 
work of the Holy Ghost, to sanctify us wholly, 
even as Christ sanctified himself. And we 
grieve the Holy Ghost when we give way to 
evil thoughts, ungodliness of heart, world- 
liness, and all the other lustings of the de- 
praved flesh. We grieve the Spirit of God by 
this ; I mean, they do who are in Christ Jesus 
new creatures, who, not understanding as they 
ought to do the true doctrine of holiness, 
know not in what manner they grieve the 
Spirit, who is the Spirit of holiness. For 
" God sending his Son in the likeness of sinful 

* 1 Ep. John iii. 9. 
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flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh ; 
that the righteousness of the law might be f 
filled in us who walk not after the flesh, 
after the Spirit." 

But, lastly, the counsel of Jesus is, 
" and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that 
thou mayest see." We have our eyes open 
upon the evil, but as to the good we are in 
darkness. We see not the truth of God con- 
cerning us. We see not the purity of God's 
law, there is a vail over all things spiritual ; 
the eyes are blinded, we are children of the 
night by nature. Where then are we to look 
for light f To ChriBt : " I am the light of the 
world." It is He alone who can anoint the 
eyes of the blind effectually, to give them sight 
to behold his glory. Having eyes, many see 
not; therefore anoint thine eyes. The com- 
mand does not show the ability, but the neces- 
sity for it in ourselves. Many, I fear, in this 
congregation, see nothing as they ought to see 
in the things we have been preaching ( 
the last twelvemonth. Their eyes are cloaei 
Let me beg them to read the ninth chapter * 
John'sGospel, and learn their condition. No' 
the clay there spoken of, is the same in effi 
as the eye-salve in the words of the t ex t. Thai 
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is the enlightening grace of the Holy Ghost. 
John, in bis first Epistle, ii. 20, speaks of the 
power of the Holy Ghost in this: " Ye have an 
unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things." Jesus sends the Holy Ghost to take 
away the rail from our eyes, that the eyes of 
our understanding being enlightened, we may 
know what is the hope of his calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance 
in the saints. Some at first see things dimly, 
like the man half-restored, in John ix., seeing 
men as trees walking. But this is a pledge of 
perfect dight. Are there any such here ) 
" Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 
walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let 
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God." The word of God is a light 
unto the paths of those who will do the will of 
God. Study it, with prayer for the unction of 
the Holy Ghost, that you may see the wondrous 
things contained in it. " He that followeth 
me," saith Christ, ** shall not walk in dark- 
ness." We walk in darkness, because we love 
it. We do not believe in the light. We do 
not listen to Christ's counsel. We know 
therefore our deserts; the blackness of dark- 



iiesB for ever. In the name of Christ Jesus 
then, I counsel you all, to buy of him gold 
tried in the fire, that you may be rich ; white 
raiment, that you may be clothed ; and anoint 
thine eyes with eye-salve, that you may see; 
the last is the pre- requisite. You must know 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. You must be 
born from above, or ye cannot see the king- 
dom of God : that kingdom is about to be 
established on the earth, at the revealing of 
Jesus Christ. The meek shall inherit it. Be 
humble, and receive the Lord's counsel in all 
meekness. Be not high-minded, for the day 
of the Lord will be terrible, and many will be 
deceived in that day. They are high-minded 
who resist the truth concerning that kingdom. 
" Blessed are they who hear the joyful sound ;' 
the humble hear thereof, and are glad ; they 
give God all the glory; they see Jesus, who 
once was made a little lower than the angels, 
in the suffering of death crowned with glory 
and honour; they shall see him face to face ; 
for " unto them who look for him, shall he 
appear the second time, without sin, 
vation." 
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Revelations iii. 19. 



A8 MANY A8 I LOVE I REBUKE AND CHASTEN; BE 
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ZEALOUS, THEREFORE, AND REPENT. 1 

This passage is very generally quoted in ad* 
dressing Christians under affliction ; and with 
propriety it is so used. But taking it in con- 
nection with the context, we will endeavour 
to show the meaning of it, as it is here 
found, in the charge to the Church of the 
Laodiceans, thus following up our exposition 
of this portion of Holy Scripture, We have 
already considered the foregoing verses in re- 
ference to our present state, representing the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of all the 
churches of the saints, admonishing and re- 
proving the professing outward body for its 
coldness, for its formality, its lifelessness, its 



unprofitable works, and Christies*, services, 
while it remains in ignorance of ita barrel 
ness, and poverty, and misery, and blindne; 
and nakedness, as to the spiritual endowment 
with which it ought, as a Christian Church, 
be replenished. Under this condition 
voice of the bridegroom is heard counselling, 
earnestly pressing the necessity resting on it, 
to buy of Him, the alone Source of all its 
blessings and true riches, the gold which 
he has to bestow, and white raiment also, 
the vesture of holiness and purity, un- 
stained with the defiling spots of secularity 
and carnal glory, that he may (as written in 
Eph v. 27) present it to himself a glorious 
Church not having spot or wrinkle, or any 
such thing, but that it should be holy and 
without blemish. These things, which are 
the cause of the Lord's accusation against it, 
being hidden from its own eyes, the Church is 
counselled to buy of him also the anointing of 
the Spirit, that the blindness which has hap- 
pened to it may be removed, and that it may 
see its own corrupt state and its shame, and 
seek to put on ita glorious apparel. The 
Lord now, in the 19th verse, proceeds to assure 
it, that though for its own desemngs nol 
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might remain but rejection and casting off for 
ever, yet for his own name's sake it is that he 
reproves and warns it, and that because his 
love is an everlasting love. He loves the true 
believing Church, because it is his body : " no 
man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nourish- 
eth and cherisheth it, even as the. Lord the 
Church." This, then, is the " many" spoken 
of in the text—" As many as I love J rebuke 
and chasten/ 9 Thus he pleads with it, and 
thus reconciles the suffering members to the 
affliction they are called to endure, which will 
form the groundwork of this discourse. We 
shall therefore speak, 

I. Of Christ's love to his Church. 

II. The method he adopts because of it for 
the benefit of the Church. 

III. The fruits exhibited by the Church 
itself, which are implied in the injunction, 
u be zealous and repent." 

1. "As many as I love." This means 
the love of Ood in election. There is ati 
universal love of God which is stretched out 
over all the creation, attested by the fulness of 
the Redeemer's, work. The whole world is 
thus the object of God's love— the whole 
world is redeemed by the merits of Christ's 



blood. In this respect God loveth the whole 
as much as a part. " God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only-begotten Son," &c. 
" God commendeth, manifests his love to- 
wards us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us." Thus God showeth that 
" He is love," and loving unto every man — 
that " he willed not the death of any" — " is 
not willing that any should perish." In the 
vastness of his love he taketh away the sin of 
the world, yes, all sin, by the sacrifice of Jesus. 
He gave him a ransom for all, to become a 
Mediator between God and man. All flesh, 
even down to the dust of the earth— all, 
through the taking of the manhood into God, 
is made at-one with God. And there is no 
particle of creation which does not experience 
in this the effect of God's love. God was 
always love from everlasting. He commendeth 
his love to us ; he makes his blessed character 
known to us by the personification of Christ. 
Thus what was infinite comes within the reach 
of finite comprehension. It is commended to 
us. It is manifested, made plain to us, by the 
coming of Jesus Christ, his well-beloved Son. 

LAD that was forfeited, through the enmity of 
the serpent in working the fall of man, i» 
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more than recovered through the love of God 
in effecting man's redemption. " Where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound/' 
The whole earth shook to its very foundations 
at the death-blow of sin ; the whole earth 
again, by the life-giving power of Christ, shall 
know that sin has met with its vanquisher; 
and when He is manifested, its joy shall be 
manifested, for the floods shall clap their 
hands, and the hills be joyful together before 
the Lord, when he cometh to rule the earth. 

This is, and shall be seen to be, the fruits 
of God's universal love; but this is not the 
love spoken of in the text. There is a love 
superadded to this; for though God had so 
loved the whole world, and though the word 
of his peace and reconciliation is sent abroad 
upon the face of tl^e whole earth, yet the 
world still would remain opposed to peace. 
The hearts of men would, withal this, not 
respond to the love of God ; they would still 
remain at enmity against God. God's exhi- 
bition of his love moves not the hardened 
sinner, fast bound in his sins; it is thrown 
away upon him, like those who jeered the 
dying Saviour. Men in their natural state, 
hear of the love of God toward them with in- 



difference, without any emotion capable of 
yielding return of love to God. This is un- 
belief; men believe not the record that God 
gave of his Son. For unbelief men will be 
condemned j men will believe their unbelief 
in hell: thus the devils believe and tremble. 

Now, brethren, it is towards the world 
already redeemed— towards those who are all 
insensible to God's universal love, that the Lord 
puts forth another act of his love, which is his 
electing love, to save out of the redeemed 
mass an innumerable company, called the 
Church, the mystical body of Christ com- 
posing, being in particular, members of it. 
The true Church is ascending to the meaning 
of the original word iKuXwrm, "the called out," 
the elect, the chosen — those given unto Christ 
Jesus from the beginning, in the exercise of 
God's sovereign mercy. His especial love is 
thus shown to the Church : the Church iB, 
therefore, the election of grace. It is solely 
of grace, undeserved love, distinguishing 
favour, that all boasting might be excluded. 
This Church Christ loves in the love of the 
Godhead, in which he is the second person. 
The Father loved it, and gave it unto Chri 
" To Him all things are committed." 
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accumulate the more,) and that it be not for- 
getful of its first lope, he comes visiting \ 
the rod of chastisement — " As many as I lot 
I rebuke and chasten." 

2. This is ever God's method of dealing 
allTiis people. Whom the Lord loveth he cor- 
rected, even as a father the son in whom he d 
lighteth. " He scourgeth every son whom he r 
ceiveth." " If ye endure chastening,God dealet 
with you as with sons : but if ye be without 
chastisement, whereof all are partakers, thei 
. are ye bastards, and not sons." Now what 1; 
the end of the chastisement f " Verily," 
Paul, " our fathers in the flesh chastened i 
after their own pleasure, but God for o 
profit, that we might be partakers of his ho- 
liness." This, you see, brethren, is the pur- 
pose of God in all his dealings towards his 
people, that they should know Him as the Holy 
God, that they should be made partakers c 
his divine image, and re-created and shoul 
grow up in the likeness of himself in all purity 
and grace. To know God is eternal life. 
the discipline that his people undergo, is i 
order to this knowledge. As holiness advance! 
in the soul, (which is the seat of all god! 
knowledge,) so the knowledge of God in- 



creases. Acquaintance with God, commu- 
nion with him, participating in that fellow- 
ship which is with the Father and the Son 
(the privilege of all the saints), entering more 
into the mind of the Lord, into the motives 
of God towards us, experiencing his love, 
joying in the joy of Christ, and therefore suf- 
fering in the sufferings of Christ, living to 
God, by God living in as. All these comprise 
the knowledge of God, which can only exist 
with the possession of holiness. " Holiness be- 
cometh thine house, O God, for ever." This is 
the end of God's chastisements on his people. 
Now the chastisements are various, and often 
numerous— frequently severe and long-exer- 
cised. According as the Lord sees (in mercy) 
fit to prepare the vessels of honour he has 
chosen for himself, he often employs the hands 
of the wicked in the work of chastisement. 
The wicked Saul was permitted to vex and 
afflict David, Cain Abel, Esau Jacob — " yet 
Jacob have I loved, and Esau have I hated." 
Afflictions which come through persecutions are 
ordained by the decree of God. And he that 
U born of the flesh, thus persecutes him that 
is born after the Spirit : even so it shall be. 
The carnal and the spiritual can never amal- 
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ganiate. The enmity of the serpent 
ready to break forth in violence upon the 31 
of the woman. But all is overruled, and coi 
trolled, and ordained by the Lord, the head 
all. 

Now, brethren, the Lord Jesus Christ thi 
disciplines his Church, the election of gr; 
that it, being " chastened of the Lord, migl 
not be condemned with the w 
nominal Church shall afflict the true. One 
great instrument, under the controlling hand 
of the Lord, shall be (not the very infidel and 
ungodly world, but) the infidel part of the 
visible Church itself. This shall be the art 
of chastening, and the Word of God shall 
the voice of rebuke ; " for ns many as I love, 
I relmke and chasten." Thus God, speaking 
by his word, bringing his own written home to 
slumbering consciences of the true Israel 
fixing its solemn warnings, and admonitioi 
and reproofs in the hardest heart, by the Hi 
Spirit; he will awaken, alarm it into diligeui 
watching, and prayer, and holy exertion, 
brethren, it is so coming to paaa with the 
Church of God. The far greater part of the 
Sacred Volume, which the careful and judicious 
(but to speak plainly, the cold, systematize 
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men of intellectual idolatry) have kept in ob- 
scurity and set their souls upon it, as not 
necessary for the edification of the people; 
God, no longer bearing with this slight put 
upon his own inspired truth, is, by the teaching 
of his Spirit, bringing out of captivity his 
truth, and setting it before the minds of pastors 
whom he will send to feed his flock, scattered 
and left to starve in their scattering. " Behold, 
O ye shepherds, and hear the word of the 
Lord : thus saith the Lord, I, even I, will both 
search my sheep, and seek them out; and I 
will feed my flock.' 9 The Lord Jesus, I say, 
the good Shepherd, will speak to his own 
sheep, and by his own voice, and the words 
of bis prophetic truth shall no more be hid 
and perverted, % but the sheep shall know the 
voice and come home. The Lord will thus 
rebuke by his word. But they who are of the 
synagogue of Satan will not Acknowledge the 
rebuke. They will still continue to say, " With 
our tongue will we prevail, our lips are our 
own ; who is Lord over us ?" " But the Lord, 
shall cut off all such flattering lips, and the 
tongue that apeaketh froward things.'! How 
do ye say, " We are wise, and the law of the 
Lord is with us ? Lo ! certainly in vain made 




he it; the pen of the scribes is i 
wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and 
taken : lo ! they have rejected the word of the 
Lord! and what wisdom is in them?" His 
priests' lips shall keep the knowledge of his 
truth, and they shall not be ashamed. Now 
" judgment shall begin at the house of God," 
for what they have done towards his own 
neglected truth ; and they who still close their 
hearts against the warning rebuke (" the pro- 
phets whom God hath not sent"), these shall 
be also instruments of chastening against the 
faithful because of their backwardness, their 
slowness to believe all that the prophets have 
written of Jesus. And those will think that 
they are doing God service by attempting to 
shut the lips of them who speak in the name 
of Christ, who publish the coming judgments, 
and the approaching day, and the glory that 
shall follow; but the Word of God is pe- 
remptory to those who can hear it; "The 
prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a 
dream, and he that hath my word, let him 
speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff 
to the wheat? saith the Lord."* And what 
the Lord declares of the prophets, he pro- 

* Jeremiah mill. 28. 
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nounces also upon the people. " As many as 
I love, I rebuke and chasten/ 9 All that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse- 
cution. tc Ye must through much tribulation 
enter into the kingdom of God." The pro- 
fessing people will become the infidel people, 
as well as the professing Church the infidel 
Church. " Persecution because of the word, 
the word of the coming glory and the kingdom 
of Jesus, shall mark the character of the people 
of God, the real Church, in these last days. 
None will be so disposed to mock at and 
reproach the waiting servants of Christ, as 
those who reject the testimony given of his 
coming. If the heart does not joyfully ac- 
quiesce in the published testimony of Jesus' 
kingdom to be revealed in the latter times, 
there will be no assurance of hope of parti- 
cipating in the joys which are to be revealed 
with Him.* To bring off His Church from all 
flesh-confidence and all man's reasonings to 
recline upon Him "who is faithful and will also 
do it," is the purpose of God in the hour of 
chastening. The disciples of. Jesus are pro- 
mised not merely an entrance, or respite only, 
from the condemnation of the unbelievers, but 

• Read 2 Thess. i. 4—12. 
D 
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" an abundant entrance into the kingdom of 
our Lord and of His Christ ;"* like the ship in 
full sail coming into the haven, where there is 
rest for ever. And so God wills that His 
Church, his elect ones, do not hang their 
heads in a doubtful suspense, or go on heavily 
through their temptations, but that they be 
filled with the Comforter ; that they look for- 
ward with rejoicing for the day of Christ; 
that they receive with gladness of heart the 
tidings of His coming glory, and lift up 
their heads, for their redemption draweth 
nigh. There is a solemn aspect resting on 
the nation at present, Since the by-gone 
recent political excitements, a calm has ensued 
which seems to be the harbinger of a tre- 
mendous storm which will rend both earth and 
heaven, and which will verify the Apostle's 
predictions, that " as a scroll ihey shall be 
wrapped up and pass away." " Be zealous, 
therefore, and repent." Now is the day of 
grace ; now is the voice of mercy sounding ; 
the trial is coming ! we shall either endure it, or 
fall away into perdition. Is this nothing for 
you to hear ? Come, join the little band of the 
faithful few. Shortly you shall look behind, ai 

• 2 Peter i. 11. 
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the plain of the warrior shall lay covered with 
the slain of the reprobate and vile, but you 
shall view the gladdening fields of glory, and 
none shall take your crown ! O ! is this 
nothing for you to contemplate ? Come, count 
over your pleasures, the transitory joys of 
your seasons of vanity, and where is the 
treasure you have laid up ? What have you 
in prospect ? O ! I will yet tell you of plea- 
sures whieh €€ no eye hath seen, nor ear hath 
heard, nor can it enter into your hearts to 
conceive." I will tell you, brethren, of a 
victory over your grave's last sorrows, which 
shall be celebrated for ever and for ever. I 
wHl tell you of a resurrection of this poor 
body, that you gratify in folly and earthly- 
mindedness,* which shall bring you into the 

* The character of the congregation gave rise to these ex- 
hortations. With a general respect for the formalities of what 
some call religion, and a sentunentalism which belongs only to 
feeling in the observance of ordinances, the Author speaks ad- 
visedly, and without any emotion than that of tenderness for 
souls, when he believes there is no deep impression wrought 
in any one ; nor amongst those who profess a concern for their 
own personal safety, under the influence of the prevailing system 
of the mis-called religious world, any hearty desire to know 
or receive the full truth of God. And such, alas ! we fear, is the 
state of all the fashionable resorts for religious worship in the 
land. While the one part is wholly engrossed with the frivolities 
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presence of the Lord of lords, and King of 
kings, to live in tbe joy of the light of his 
countenance through endless ages. 
zealous, there/ore, and repent." O ! shrink 
away from the crowd of heartless professors, 
and stand up bold for the truth of your 
God. Come away from the multitude of 
those giddy things, which, as though they 
were without souls, pass through the world, 
and sink into an eternity of darkness. Put 
away the evil of your doings, seek to know 
the love of Jesus, and the blessedness of suf- 
fering with Him. Believe His word that He 
loves you, and that it is your own wicked, 
worldly hearts which reject His testimony! 
The dark day of gloom and doubt will have 
shortly closed, and if " we suffer, we shall also 
reign with Him." 

of the age, the other prides knell' on an exemption from tbe 
i^mmon " corruption" by the profession of Eiangelicism 
are, though under different m asks, the confederates of Antichrin, 
as it regards the whole counsel of God, " the faith which » 
once delivered to the saints." 




SERMON IV. 



GODS GRACIOUS INVITATION AND PROMISE. 



Revelations iii. 20, 21. 

" BEHOLD, I STAND AT THE DOOR, AND KNOCK : IF ANY MAN 
HEAR MY VOICE, AND OPEN THE DOOR, I WILL COME 
IN TO HIM, AND WILL 8UP WITH HIM, AND HE WITH 
ME. TO HIM THAT OYERCOMETH WILL I GRANT TO SIT 
WITH ME IN MY THRONE, EVEN AS I ALSO OVERCAME, 
AND AM SET DOWN WITH MY FATHER IN HIS THRONE." 

And now, my brethren, we come to the last 
portion of this instructive Scripture. The 
more I consider it, the more solemnly does it 
impress my conscience with the fearful state 
in which, as a professing Church, we are at 
this day found. After going through the pre- 
ceding verses, which depict the condition of a 
Church whose glory has well nigh departed 
(if not wholly so), and considering the several 
points of defectiveness which are the ground 
of the charge against it, and seeing also not 
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only the ignorance which cleaves to it as to 
its real state, but the self- exalt at ion to which, 
under an imaginary appearance of goodness 
and beauty it is lifted up, we find this one 
last appeal of the great Head of all : " Behold, 
I stand at the door, and knock." We can 
hardly fail to observe how earnestly the en- 
treaty is made, in the 18th verse, to arise, to 
shake off its apathy, and listen to the counsel 
of Him who alone is the glory and the power 
of the Church, and come and buy of Him His 
rich gifts and graces, that its poverty 
nakedness may no longer exist. We may well 
conceive the Lord Jesus Christ mourning over 
the destitution of His people, and the infatu- 
ation of their leaders in trusting to their ow 
fancies and shadowy ceremonials, and how i 
resembles much the voice of lamentation which 
he once, in the days of his flesh, poured forth 
upon Jerusalem, when blindness concealed 
from the city its threatened ruin — when the 
seers saw not, and the prophets prophesied 
not. We see Him forewarning a coming tribu- 
lation for the unbelief of the people, preparing 
the few faithful ones for the danger : — " When 
ye shall see Jerusalem encompassed 
armies," like the armies of those who oppo! 
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the great truths of his second coming now. 
We have the same warning now : — " As 
many as I love I rebuke and chasten." 
We hear the same counsel : — " Flee ye 
to the mountains; stop not, tarry not in 
the city;*' be zealous and repent. And 
now, farther, he calls with a loud voice to 
th£ whole body of the visible Church; yea, 
to the whole kingdom : — " Behold, I stand 
lit the door, and knock." He has already 
sent messengers to prepare His way ; (for this 
glorious truth of the second advent has been 
published for these six or eight years past), 
u Behold, I stand at the door!" And yet, 
brethren, the Lord does not, without another 
Warning, manifest Himself : He knocks i He 
dofefe not cftttife totally by surprise. To some He 
givfes intimation of His approach; and these 
again proclaim His condescension toward them- 
selves and toward alL He stands waiting, 
patiently waiting, while He knocks for ad- 
fniission. He knocks to show His earnest 
desire, His importunity with careless souls. 
How abject will their state be if He enter 
not— if He abide not in them ! " Abide in me, 
and I in you." And He stands awhile without, 
to show His long-suffering and mercy, and 
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that the death of a sinner is not His will. But 
" for all this, will they not hear." And 1 
will be the state of professing Christendom. 
It is still, " Who hath believed our report ?" 
Some believe one doctrine, and some believe 
another ; but the whole truth of the accom- 
plishment of God's purposes in Christ, the 
coming of the King to reign, they will not 
believe. They will either on the one hand be 
putting off the day, or wresting the Scriptures 
which declare His coming to some figurative 
meaning, to their own destruction : they will 
draw out an extended picture of years of 
blessedness and future days of spiritual light 
and knowledge, ere the Lord shall come to 
condemn and cast out the wicked and govern 
the nations upon the earth. Amidst all this 
apathy, the voice again cries, " Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock : if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and sup with him, and he 
with me." Gracious warning, and gracious 
invitation 1 Observe, it immediately follows 
the call to repentance, and is introductory 
to the consummation of all the believer's privi- 
leges — the reigning with Christ in his king- 
dom. God Almighty, in his goodness and 
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mercy, called the nation, and much more the 
professing Church, to humiliation and peni- 
tence by the visitation of the cholera two 
years ago. Some derided the idea of its being 
the scourge of the Lord; and in the same 
manner in which they are said to live without 
God in the world, did numbers in the 
KNi-iGHTKNED days of 1832 attribute his pro- 
vidential dispensations to second causes. But 
whether it was acknowledged universally as a 
chastising rod from the Father of Spirits, it 
did produce an almost universal trembling 
in the nation. The famine of Ireland was 
another loud call ; but it was not heeded, 
save by a few who live by looking unto Christ 
in his word, which said, When ye shall bear 
of pestilences and famines, these are the be- 
ginning of sorrows. And again, the very 
proximity of a dreaded revolution, a year ago, 
when all rule and authority seemed a by-word 
of contempt among the rabble, indicated too 
truly the fulfilment of the words, " Upon the 
earth shall be distress of nations, with per- 
plexity ; the sea and the waves (the symbols 
of popular excitement and passions of men) 
roaring." All these demonstrate the long- 
suffering of our God, in calling the people to 
d5 
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repentance, and warning his ministers, and all 
ministers in the house of God, that he now 
stands at the door of the Church, knocking for 
admission. There ia no other warning 
tioned in Scripture. The voice has 
" Hear ye the rod, and who hath appoinl 
it :" the next step will be, that those who 
not hear and receive Him shall be cast 
for ever : but if any man hear His voice 
open the door, the Lord Jesus promises, 
Baying, " I will come in to him, and sup 
with him, and he with me." Mark, brethren ! 
" If any man hear His voice." To whom 
has the body of the Church been listening for 
so long time f To Christ's or man's f It 
cannot be to that of Christ, for they have 
set aside the greater part of His Gospel .- evi- 
dently to man's ; for the bulk of professing 
Christian people are, from that cause, unable 
to receive Christ's whole truth : their minds 
are kept from God by narrow teaching — that 
is, the teaching of a narrow system, and their 
souls' faith is built upon some few favourite 
idol doctrines, instead of union with Christ, by 
the quickening life of the Spirit. But the day 
is passing, and since the Church will not hear 
and receive this word as a body, Christ ex- 
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horts individuals to hear and to open unto Him 
and receive Him into their hearts. There are 
a few sincere ones who must be delivered from 
her bondage ; and there are others who shall 
be called, even in this eleventh hour of the 
day of grace, to believe on Jesus, and to 
love Him, turning unto Him in supplication 
and mourning for having so slighted his 
glorioufi, precious name; and they shall yet 
look for Him with longing and delight, ere 
he burets upon the deluded world in the blaze 
of glory with his mighty angels 1 Brethren, 
are you among them ? You have resisted his 
voice long — too long. Old and young, rich 
and poor, I call upon you to receive not this 
grace of God in vain ! Believe the word ere 
the word and the voice which utter*? it shall 
be taken from you ! Christ stands at the door 
of your hearts knocking. " Behold !" Yes, 
it is worthy of being beheld ; it is wonderful 
condescension; it is surpassing love; the 
angels look down with astonishment. But 
what astonishment, that such Canton indif- 
ference should be manifested towards Jesus, 
who tasted death for every one of you, and 
you will not open and receive Him. Yes, 
there are angels looking down, who wish to 



announce among the heavenly host the joy o 
your conversion;* but you will not hear thf 
voice of Christ. 

But let me proceed to the promise, 
gracious promise that Jesus gives to all wl 
open to him—" I will come io to him, and 
sup with him, and he with me." 

This, first, shows the closeness of intimacy 
and friendship the Lord will grant to His 
people. It is the same as written in John 
Jesus said, " He that loveth me shall be km 
of my Father, and I will love him, and 
manifest myself to him ;" and again, " If a mi 
love me, he will keep my words, and my Fatlu 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him." And in 1 John 
i. 3, " That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowshi 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesi 
Christ." Again, 1 John ii. 21, " If that which 
ye have heard from the beginning shall remi 
in you, ye shall also continue in the Son and 
in the Father." The whole presents this 
blessed hope, contained in ver. 28, " And 
now, little children, abide in Him, that when 
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He shall appear we may have confideuce, and 
not be ashamed before Him at His coming." 

But, secondly, it has a most especial allusion 
to the happiness which the people of God 
shall enjoy with Jesus in His glorious kingdom. 
For, referring to Luke xiv. 15, we find it 
written, " When one of them that sat at meat 
with him heard these things," viz., concerning 
the recompence which they shall meet, with 
who have part in the resurrection of the just, 
" He said unto him, Blessed is he that shall 
eat bread in the kingdom of God." Jesus 
then illustrated the blessings attached to the 
kingdom of God by a parable of a certain man 
making a great supper, and bidding many to 
it. And comparing Luke xii. 37 with this, 
we read of the blessedness pronounced upon 
those servants whom the Lord when He cometh 
shall find watching, to which is added, "Verily 
I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and 
make them to sit down to meat, and will come 
forth and serve them." This is more clearly 
spoken of in ch. xxii. 15, of the same Evan- 
gelist, where our Lord is celebrating the last 
Passover with the Apostles : " And he said 
into them, With desire I have desired to eat 
this Passover with you before I suffer; for 



[ say unto you, I will not any more eat then 
until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 
And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and 
said, Take this, and divide it among your- 
selves ; for I say unto you, I will not drink of 
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of 
God shall come." Read also the 28th verse : 
" Ye are they which have continued with me 
in my temptations, and I appoint unto you 
a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto 
me ; that ye may eat and drink at my table 
my kingdom, and sit on thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel." 

How clearly and explicitly do these pasi 
set forth, in connexion with the promises 
the text, the co-equal state of blessedness 
which all who are united to Jesus as 
elder brother by the Holy Ghost which dwell- 
eth in them, and dwelt in Him, shall be admit- 
ted, when the kingdom of blessedness now 
preached by the Gospel, shall come. So it 
written again in Rev. xix. 9: " And he 
unto me, Write, blessed are they which 
called unto the marriage supper of the Lai 
And he saith unto nie, These are the ti 
sayings of God." Now, brethren, it depeni 
upon your union with Christ, and abiding 
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Him as the living members of His body, bone 
of His bone, flesh of His flesh ; as the fruitful 
branches of the true vine, united to Him by 
the Holy Ghost, whether you shall ever sup 
with Him in His kingdom of glory. " If any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and sup with him, and he 
with me." You often present yourselves, and 
it gratifies me to see it,* at the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper; but do you realize the things 
of eternity in it ? In the pledge of His dying 
love do you enjoy the strength of his risen 
life, and the foretastes of your future glorifi- 
cation, because of that life, with Him. " Be- 
cause I live," said He, « ye shall live also ;" 
and " He shall change our vile body, that it 
may be like unto His glorious body, according 

* Let me not be understood to mean that all who present 
themselves at the Lord's Supper are to be accounted to be the 
living members of Christ. Alas, no ! For, without pronouncing 
unwarrantable judgment when we know not the heart, the 
worldly conformity and trifling habits of some, who can even 
weep at the Sacrament, prove that they are only deceiving 
themselves in imagining theirs to be any other than a vain 
profession. Kneeling at the table of the Lord on Sunday, at the 
drawing-room, rout, or ball on the Monday ! The plea adopted 
by some to silence the voice of conscience and of God, that 
vanities of this kind are only wrong in what they call the excess 
of them, is a flimsy and wretched subterfuge. 




to His mighty working." " It doth not ; 
appear what we shall be ; but we know that 
when He shall appear we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is," " Examine your- 
selves whether ye be in the faith ; prove your 
ownaelves." " Know ye not that Jesus Christ 
is in you, except ye be reprobates J" Do ye 
hear that word, my brethren ? Except Christ 
be in you, and ye in Him; except you open 
the door of your hearts, and He come in and 
sup with you, and you with Him in spirit, ye 
are reprobates ? — dead, condemned while ye 
live ? I speak to all. Yes, for without this 
life, this union with Christ through the Spirit, 
your lives may be gay, and pleasing to flesh 
and blood, and sporting like the ephemeral 
butterfly in a summer'a sun, ye may be the 
admiration of a hoodwinked world, but — ye 
are " without God," and therefore, so long, 
without hope ! When do ye purpose open- 
ing unto Christ? In your old age?— 



your 



death-beds ? Then is the world's time 



for what is called " making its pence with 
God." This is the very act, put into so many 
words, of resisting the call of Christ, and the 
knocking of Christ for admission, till a coi 
venient season arise. And then God is to 
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ippeased by something that you may tlo on a 
;ath-bed. And has Christ sent the message 
i reconciliation by the Gospel only to mock 
And has He committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation, to make us so many 
cheats ? No ! brethren, we preach free and 
ill forgiveness of sins in his name, there is 
■ more sacrifice for sin needed nor to be 
offered, and how long will ye now refuse the 
testimony ? How long will ye keep Christ 
siting at the door ? Like Pharaoh, ye are 
laying up wrath against the day of wrath, and 
hardening your hearts, and provoking the 
Lord, until He send forth the destroying angel, 
whose sword shall cut off every one, not 
having the conscience sprinkled by the blood 
of Jesus, and himself purged from dead works, 
to serve the living God. 

But for the comforting of believers, let us 
proceed to the last great promise contained in 
the text, " To him that overcometh, will I 
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I 
also overcame, and am set down with my 
Father in his throne." Now, brethren, we 
see here the striking contrast between what 
is before described of the Church of the 
Laodiceans, and great things declared to be in 



reserve for certain who escape from her cor- 
ruption. Against the whole as a body, the 
Lord declares sorrowful judgments; " I will 
spue thee out of my mouth," so nauseous is 
thy state before me; but to those who hear 
Christ's counsel which he gives (and which we 
discoursed on last Sunday),* he promises a 
throne in His kingdom. What a contrast is 
here ! Learn from this, that whosoever comes 
out of the lukewarmness of Laodicea, must 
expect much contest, struggling, opposition, 
trial, persecution, the pity of friends, and the 
rebukes of enemies : " but to him that over- 
coineth, will I give to sit in my throne." 

Judgments are hastening ! and ye who be- 
lieve to the saving of the. soul, must stand to 
the contest. We are exhorted to " contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once deli- 
vered to the saints j" we are commanded to 
fight the good light. O, Laodicea, arise from 
thy lukewarmness ! We are hid to "put on 
the whole armour of God, that we may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil." Dis- 
cipline will be severe : but like good soldiers 
we must endure hardness, " yea, suffering." 
Christ, the Captain of our salvation, s 
• See Sermon II. 
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perfect through sufferings; and He did not 
suffer in this to excuse as from suffering* 
Sotne thiak so, and would reckom in passing 
with ease through this world into His king* 
dom of heaven. But we are called to suffer 
with Him ; He no more lived a life of suffering 
instead of us, than He lived a life of holiness 
instead of us. Ye are called to the same 
suffering and to the same holiness. I will 
never preach Antinoniiamsm. Christ hath 
also Buffered for us, leaving us " an example 
that we should follow His steps." If we 
would follow Him, we must therefore take up 
our cross, and deny ourselves, and follow Him* 
" If so be we suffer, we shall also be glorified 
together ; we shall also reign with Him." 
Hence we must be baptised with His baptism 
of suffering, and for this we must have the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost which is pro- 
mised to His Church;* and it seems indu- 
bitable, that before the great day of the Lord 
come, He will renew His promise to His Church 
as in the apostolic days ! and the prophecy of 
Joel shall be accomplished, " I will pour out 
my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy; your old men 

* Matt. Hi. 11. 



shall dream dreams; your young men shall see 
visions j and also upon the servants and upon 
the handmaids in those days will I pour out 
my Spirit."* 

And now, brethren, let us ask ourselves, 
whether we are looking for the promise of the 
throne in Christ's kingdom or not? Are we 
in the way to it ? It is no fable, — neither the 
contest nor the victory. Nor is there any 
half state that I can find between the receiving 

• Compare Acts ii. 17 — 21. 39. In a pamphlet lately pub- 
lished, entitled Tiro Discourses upon the Trial af the Spirit*, by 
the Rev. Henry Blunt, occurs the following note, at page 13 : — 
" The author does not think it necessary to allude to the often- 
quoted promise of Joel (ii. 28, 29), because, the Holy Ghost 
having declared in Acts ii. 1G, that it was fulfilled on the Day of 
Pentecost, before it can be available in the present case, it must 
not merely be asserted, but proved, that this promise is to receive 
a double accomplishment." Plausible as the above remark may 
sound, on reference to the 39th verse of Acts ii. it will be found 
to be entirely unwarrantable. How Sir. Blunt, with the de- 
claration of the Apostle that the promise was " unto diem and 
to their children, and to all that are afar off, men unto at many 
at the Lord our God thail call," could venture to restrict the 
promise in Joel to the Apostolic days, as he endeavours to do 
by asserting it not to be necessary to allude to that passage, 
remains to bo accounted for. The words of St. Peter prove that 
the promise in the prophecy of Joel was not limited to the Day 
of Pentecost. Various assertions of ibis kind are made in these 
days, and readily received by people without further examination 
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the throne of glory, and the being cast out 
fot ever. Only " to him that overcometh 
will I give it," saith the Lord Jesus; " he 
that endureth unto the end shall be saved." 
Full of the thoughts of the reign of Christ 
the King, Paul speaks of a crown of righteous- 
ness which he should have given unto him at 
the day of the Lord's appearing, and not only 
to him, but unto all that love His appearing. 
So also to the Corinthians, " Know ye not 
that they which run in a race, run all, but one 
receiveth the prize ? So run that ye may 
obtain/' and every man that striveth for the 
mastery is temperate in all things. Now they 
do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an 
incorruptible. As then Jesus is crowned with 
glory and honour, and is set down in his 
Father's throne, so ye who follow his steps 
shall, in the regeneration of the world, sit 
down with him in His throne. Thus shall ye 
be kings, crowned with glory, and honour, and 
immortality, to reign over all in His dominions, 
and priests to offer a continual sacrifice of ado- 
ration, and praise, and thanksgiving, and joy 
unto our God for ever. What shall I say more ? 
Consider the things ye have heard. Remember, 
He stands at the door ! Believers, do you go 



on your way ! Your way may for a time be 
rough, but it leads to peace ami rest. Your 
adversaries shall oppose you ; the devil, the 
world, and the flesh; they all opposed Him 
who is gone before you to prepare a place for 
those who love Him and keep His sayings. 
They have all been subdued, and you have the 
promise of Hi3 strength to give you victory, 
and " without Him ye can do nothing." As 
He overcame, even so will He enable you. 
Abide in Him, and bring forth fruit to the 
glory of God. " Arm yourselves with the same 
mind that was in Him." Ye know his zeal for 
the Father's honour ; ye know His love for 
your souls ; His strong crying and tears in 
the days of His flesh, when He offered up 
prayers and supplications ; ye know His de- 
spising of the cross, for the joy that was set 
before Him. " Ann yourselves with the same 
inind." Now, I say, He stands at the door ! 
Shortly, very shortly, the cry will be, " Behold, 
He cometh!" May it be yours and mine, to 
" sit down with Him in His throne, even as 
He also overcame, and is set down with 1 
Father on His throne." Amen. 




PART THE SECOND. 



SERMON I. 



ON THE JEWS' RESTORATION. 



Matthew xxiii. 38, 39. 

" BCHOLP YOUR HOUSE 18 LBFT UNTO YOU DESOLATE ; FOR 
I SAY UNTO YOU, YE SHALL NOT SEE ME HENCEFORTH 
TILL YE SHALL SAY, BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH IN 
THE NAMB OF THE LORD." 

Whjsn Jesus had said this, He went out and 
departed from the temple ; and from that time 
to this its glory has disappeared, and of the 
fabric which was once the glory of the land 
no vestige now remains. Thus awfully true 
were the words of our Lord fulfiUed > in refer- 
ence to the admiration expressed by the dis- 
ciples at its beautiful and stately architecture : 
" There shall not be left one stone upon ano- 
ther that shall not be thrown down."* No 

* Matt. xxiv. 2. 



temple, not even that which the Lord God had 
Himself named and commanded its dimensions 
and ornaments, can possess any beauty or 
honour longer than it is the abode of the 
presence of Jehovah. The departure of our 
Lord portended the departure of its glory. 
He was its glory. His presence sanctified it. 
His name was placed there. He is the temple 
itself, through whom all honour and glory, 
and worship and adoration, ever shall be 
offered acceptably before God the Father. In 
the vision of the holy city above, John writes 
in Revelations, " I saw no temple therein, 
for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 
the temple of it."* While, therefore, the 
temple, the material temple of the Jewish 
nation stood, so long might it be said God's 
protecting favour rested upon them. He 
acknowledged them to be His people, and 
admitted them to full enjoyment of all the 
covenant blessings He had made with their 
fathers, and they served Him as their only 
God. But we know the Jews have neither 
temple, city, nor government at this day, nor 
have they had for these eighteen centuries. 
We see that the hand of wrath and judgmer 
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is stretched out still against them, and mani- 
fests itself in an endurance of the most re- 
markable afflictions, reproach, and suffering. 
But shall it remain so ? Hath God cast off 
His people ?* Paul asks the question : he 
advances it to create an inquiry into their 
state, and to excite admiration in the hearts 
of Gentiles at the wonderful works of God, 
by whose severity toward them, and goodness 
toward us > we should be stirred up to affec- 
tionate and holy obedience. A little inquiry, 
my brethren, is what I also desire to raise 
in our minds concerning this people, and 
those very important truths which Scripture 
points out that relate to ourselves in con- 
nexion with them, and on these subjects the 
prospects of the Church of Christ. The de- 
clarations contained in the text open to us 
a very solemn and very interesting subject of 
our particular attention at this season, com- 
monly called Advent.f The word " Advent," 
it is scarcely necessary to remark, signifies a 
coming; and, as to the great matters which 
our Church celebrates under this expression, 
means " the coming of Christ." Christ has 
come. The prophecies foretold His coming: 

* Rom. xi. 2. + Preached First Sunday in Advent. 
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they were fulfilled. To whom did He come 
The Evangelist John says, " to His own."* 
Who were these r The Jews. They were 
selected, in the purpose of the Divine will, out 
of the fallen race of mankind, as a covenant 
people, for the manifestation of the grace of 
God, but their rejection of the Messiah has 
opened a door of admission to the Gentiles 
to the blessings of an everlasting covenant, 
which is best described in Scripture language, 
as our Church article asserts, " in delivering 
from curse and damnation those whom He 
hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and 
to bring them by Christ to everlasting sal- 
vation, as vessels made to honour.' 

But we are to speak of the Jews 5 and 
the First place to make some general obsei 
lions upon their expectation of the first adi 
of the Messiah, and the cause of their 
jectlng Him when He came ; and 

Secondly, notice their present state as com- 
prehended in the words, " Behold, your house 
is left unto you desolate ;" and, 

Thirdly, consider the nature of the promise 
which follows that melancholy judgment, " Ye 
shall not see me," and which is conveyed in 
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words, " until ye shall say, Blessed is He that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.*' 

It must suffice that I am brief on the first 
head. We may assert in truth, that the whole 
Mosaic dispensation was a typical one, " a 
shadow of things, to come." The prophets 
had from. time to time proclaimed the coming 
of a great illustrious Person of the line and 
lineage of David, who, with many other cha- 
racters in the Jewish Church, was a type of 
Christ himself. The pious Jews of old ever 
looked through the vail of the sacrifices, cere- 
monies, and rites of the law of Moses, unto 
Hun whom they fore-shadowed, and in their 
various afflictions and seasons of distress be- 
held, in the promises of God's covenant to 
Abraham, a solace for all their bitterness of 
heart; they saw a Redeemer — a Saviour from 
sin and death, unto whom they looked sted- 
fastly as they walked through this world of 
guilt, stranger* and pilgrims, unto a heavenly 
city, a rest provided for. the people of God. 
But, as a nation, their views were earthly and 
senBual. The Jew only outwardly looked for 
a mighty Prince in dignity, power, honour, 
and worldly pomp, — for a King under whose 
government they should live the envy of all 

e2 
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nations, in magnificence and luxury. They 
could read the prophecies, but not spiritually ; 
they could not discern that the kingdom of 
the Messiah was a kingdom of righteousness 
and truth : they had no idea of a suffering, but 
of a triumphant Prince. They were, about 
the time of His expectation, under oppression 
from the Roman Government. Their affairs 
rapidly declining, and their whole polity 
hastening to dissolution; the promise of a. 
kingly Deliverer was cheering and grateful. 
They waited anxiously for the event. It is 
hardly to be wondered at, from what we know 
of the depraved heart of man, that one in & 
condition so humble, so almost friendless and 
destitute of comfort as the lowly Jesus ap- 
peared, should not be received by such people. 
The vail was on their hearts, and the spirit 
of slumber was in them. This increased into 
hatred when, by His discourses and open 
reproofs, He exposed their pride and hy- 
pocrisy, and the dreadful consequence of not 
believing on Him. " If ye believe not that 
I am He, ye shall die in your sins;"* and 
" whither I go, ye cannot come."f Neither 
did His miracles remove this vail. Obstinate 

• John viii. 24. f J^n viii. 21. 
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in their blindness, they would rather ascribe 
these to the evil agency of the prince of devils 
than to the finger of God, Their hatred in- 
creased; they sought His death on all oc- 
casions ; they lay wait for Him ; and at last 
He is betrayed by one of themselves, who pre- 
•tended to the blessed privilege of a faithful 
disciple. " He came unto His own, and His 
own received Him not." Well may we con- 
ceive something of the deep sorrow and pity 
which moved the adorable Saviour to pour out 
this complaint upon their city : — "O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem ! thou that killest the prophets, 
and stones t them which are sent unto thee ; 
how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not. Behold, 
your house is left unto you desolate." Christ 
spake not in vain. God's decreed will is irre- 
versible. What He declares must be fulfilled. 
" He is in one mind," saith Job ; " who can turn 
Him ?"* If He should have borne long with 
you, and you have wearied him through unbelief, 
who shall suspend the coming wrath ? The 
present moment bids you repent and come to 
Christ: do justice to it. I have neither the 

* Job xxiil 13, 
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power to give you faith, nor am I responsibl 
for your souls, when I have delivered faith- 
fully my message. The issue is with God, 
and faith is His gift : but the just wages of sin 
is death. See then, I pray you, that the Lord 
say not of you as of the unbelieving Jews, — 
" Behold, your house is left unto you deso- 
late." 

This brings us to the Second thing proposed : 
— to show, with respect to the Jews, what 
is their state as comprehended in the words, 
" Behold, your house is left unto you deso- 
late." Our blessed Redeemer spoke of this 
destruction as already come to pass. " Your 
house is left." And so it was, as to any pos- 
sibility of the sentence being recalled. They 
had filled up the measure of their iniquity, 
and judgment, which was impending upon their 
city, was, as to the threatened execution of 
it, sent forth against them. The day of grace 
was gone. Many are the prophecies in the 
Sacred Volume which declare the sad effects 
of Israel's disobedience. " It shall come to 
pass, that as the Lord rejoiced over you to do 
you good, and to multiply you; so the Lord 
will rejoice over you to destroy you, and to 
bring you to nought ; and ye shall be plucked 
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from off thte l&nd whither thou goest to possess 
it; and the Lord shall scatter thee among all 
people, from the one end of the earth even 
unto the other ; and among these nations thou 
shalt find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy 
foot have rest: but the Lord shall give thee 
a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and 
orrow of mind: and thy life shall hang in 
doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day 
and night, and shalt have none assurance of 
thy life: in the morning thou Bhalt say, Would 
God it were evening 1 and at evening thou 
shalt say, Would God it were morning! for 
the fear of thy heart wherewith thou shalt 
fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which 
thou shalt see." * It was prophesied, more- 
over, that they should become an astonish- 
ment and a by* word among all the nations 
whither they were driven; that they should 
be wanderers among the nations, and a re- 
proach unto all people; that their plagues 
should be wonderful, even great plagues, and 
of long continuance ; that the " children of 
Israel shall abide many days without a king, 
and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, 
and without an image, and without an ephod, 

* Deut. xxviii. 63. 



and without teraphim;"* that their gloi 
should be turned into shame. 

How truly and fearfully these and mi 
other similar parts of the prophetic Scriptui 
have been fulfilled, and are fulfilling to tl 
very day, the present history of this a til it." 
people fully show. How great were tht 
sufferings, how affecting their wailings 
lamentations which filled Jerusalem but a fi 
days after the prophecy of Jesus was uttered, 
the accounts of the dreadful siege by the 
Romans awfully describe. " Weep not for 
me," were the adorable Redeemer's words 
the daughters of Jerusalem, " but weep 
yourselves, and for your children ; for 
days are coming when they shall begin to 
to the mountains, Fall on us ; and to the hi 
Cover us."f These are the days of vengeance, 
" There shall be great distress in the land, 
and wrath upon this people. And they shall 
fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led 
away captive into all nations : and Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled ;"% which 
times are now fulfilling. Jerusalem is trodden 
down ; the place of her city has been plougl 

• Hotes iii. 4. + Luke uiii. 2B. % Luke 



for 

ilU, 



loughed 



81 

over as a field ; her inhabitants are scattered 
over the whole earth, enduring persecution 
and cruel tyranny, the greatest ignominy and 
shame; a separate people, whom none are 
found to pity; the blood of Jesus, according 
to their prayer, seems still upon them and 
upon their children; the curse which scathed 
their land, and the judgments which overtook 
them in their iniquities,- and the desolations of 
many generations, are signal and abiding evi- 
dences of the Scripture testimony of the 
people, and of the rejected Messiah's declara- 
tion, " Ye shall not see. me henceforth;" ye 
shall not, as a nation, behold the joy ye have 
forfeited, nor partake of the blessed hope 
of your fathers, nor see the consolation of 
Israel in me, your despised Redeemer, your 
King, your God, until ye shall say, " Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.'* 
. The nature of this promise is what, in the 
Third place, I have to consider. 

III. In this promise, my brethren, our Lord 
announces to Israel his second great and glo- 
rious advent, when the days of tribulation shall 
be past, and their captivity shall be turned 
away. Very numerous, indeed, are the pas- 
sages in the Scriptures, which plainly speak 

£ 5 



of this second coming to restore the whole 
kindred of the Jewish people to their own 
land : when their enemies shall in turn meet 
with sudden and awful destruction from the 
mighty arm of God. We are apt to confuse 
the idea of the second advent with the final 
judgment of the wicked. But these are se- 
parate and distinct events. God has yet to 
manifest himself according to the terms of 
the everlasting covenant made with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, to give to them and their 
seed after them the land of Canaan, wherein 
Abraham was a stranger, for an everlasting pos- 
session.* Their present dispersion from their 
land, proclaims that this remains yet unfulfilled. 
But it will not continue so for ever, on the 
conlrary, only until the times of the Gentiles 
are fulfilled; that is, till the period (known 
only to the Father) be accomplished, for the 
gathering together his elect from the four 
corners of the earth. And the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, to be glorified in his saints, and to be 
admired in all them that believe." f Then the 
vail of blindness shall fall from the eyes of His 
people, and they sha'l remember their lie- 
• Jer. ili. IB. f 2 Then. i. 7-10- 
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dfeeirier in far countries, and their heart shall 
rejoice in the Lord. For thus saith the Lord 
by his prophet Zechariah* " I was jealous for 
Zion with great jealousy; I was jealous for 
her with great fury." " Thus saith the Lord, I 
am returned unto Zion, I will dwell in the 
midst of Jerusalem* andf Jerusalem shall be 
called a city of truth, and the mountain of 
the Lord of Hosts/' * " And, behold, I wiU 
save my people from the east country, and 
from the west country. And I will bring them, 
and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, 
and they shall be my people, and I will be 
their God in truth and in righteousness. 9 ' And 
again, " Behold the day cometh, saith the 
Lord, that I will bring again the captivity of 
my people Israel \ f and they shall build the 
waste cities, and inhabit them, and they shall 
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them, 
and I will plant them upon their land, and 
they shall no more be pulled up out of their 
land which I have given them, «&ith the Lord." 
Now together with this express and general 
description of the restoration of Israel, we 
6nd in another part of Scripture very plain 
intelligence of the personal appearing of the 

* Zechftriah viii. 2, 3. t Jeremifth xxx. 8, 



Lord Jesus. " Then shall the Lord go forth, 
and fight against those nations (that is, those 
which oppress his people now), and his feet 
shall stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east ; 
and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst thereof toward the east, and toward the 
west; and there shall be a very great valley, 
and half of the mountain shall remove toward 
the north, and half toward the south : and ye 
shall flee to the valley oF the mountains ; yea, 
ye shall flee, as ye fled from before the earth- 
quake in the days of Uzziah, king of Judah, 
and the Lord my God shall come, and all the 
saints with thee."* There is one other pas- 
sage I would quote, which seems to harmonize 
with our Lord's prophecy in the text, " Sing 
and rejoice, O daughter of Zion ; for lo ! I 
come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee. 
The Lord shall inherit Judah, his portion in 
the holy land, and shall choose Jerusalem 
again. "t And further ; " It shall come to pass, 
when ye be multiplied and increased in the 
land, in those days, saith the Lord, they shall 
say no more, The ark of the covenant of the 
I»rd, neither shall it come to mind, neither 
• Zwhniah xiv. 4— G- f Ibid, li, 10— 12. 
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shall they remember it, neither shall they visit 
it, neither shall that be done any more. At 
that time, they shall call Jerusalem the throne 
of the Lord ; and all the nations shall be ga- 
thered unto it, to the name of the Lord to 
Jerusalem ; neither shall they walk any more 
after the imagination of their evil heart/' * 

Let these suffice on the present occasion to 
introduce the subject of the second advent of 
our Redeemer, for our attentive consideration. 
There is enough for us to contemplate in these 
sublime descriptions, to nil us with an anxious 
inquiry, what portion we may expect to obtain 
in that day. These will, I trust, assist you in 
discovering something of the very important 
meaning in the Saviour's words, " Ye shall not 
see me henceforth till ye shall say, Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord." It 
will show us, my brethren, I hope, that great 
as is the severity of the Lord God upon those 
that fell, there is yet mercy reserved for Israel 
in the latter days, that the Lord hath not made 
an entire end of His people, and that there is 
a remnant which shall be saved with an ever- 
lasting salvation. And Paul, writing to the 
Romans, says, " I would not that ye should be 

* Jeremiah iii. 16, 17* 
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SERMON II. 

ON THE CHARACTER OF .THE PRESENT 

DISPENSATION. 



St. Luke xix. 12. 

" A CERTAIN NOBLEMAN WENT INTO A FAR COUNTRY TO 
RECEIVE FOR HIMSELF A KINGDOM, AND TO RETURN." 

No one doubts for an instant that our Lord 
spoke this parable concerning Himself ; but as 
to the intent of it, it must be confessed that 
the generality of professing Christians remain 
yet in much ignorance. We read the parables, 
and indeed the whole of the Word of God, too 
often with as little concern as we witness the 
regular succession of day and night; all proceeds 
as a matter of course : the Sabbath service, and 
the week-day occupation, all return in order 
and pass away, and the great ultimate period, in 
which they both shall end, is put out of sight, 
as though it should never be. It is difficult, 



89 

we know, brethren, to realize things future, nor 
could we realize them at all were there no 
predictions concerning them ; and predictions 
will profit none where there is no faith to 
receive and embrace them. Many parables are 
predictions, and, as the visions we read of in 
the Bible are certain prophetic pictures re- 
presenting what should come to pass, these 
parables also may be regarded as prophetic 
descriptions figuring future events. Though 
they are " dark speeches" to the many who 
" hear and understand not," the Christian 
taught of God does view in them truths the 
most important, most blessed and consolatory 
to his soul. One very momentous, is con- 
tained in the words of the text, in which 
Christ alludes to his kingdom. 

First, referring to the context, we shall be 
assisted in opening our Lord's meaning : — " As 
they heard these things, he added and spake a 
parable, because he was nigh to Jerusalem, 
and because they thought that the kingdom of 
God should immediately appear." Serious ap- 
prehensions evidently existed in the minds of 
those about the Saviour as to what might 
be the " kingdom of God." John Baptist had 
fulfilled his ministry, preaching repentance, for 



that " the kingdom of God was at hand." And 
St. Mark writes : " Now after that John 
put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preach- 
ing the Gospel of the kingdom of God, and 
saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdoi 
of God is at hand : repent ye, and believe 
Gospel."* Here is in this a simple descriptii 
of the Gospel ; viz., that it is the good tidinj 
the good news, " the Gospel of the kingdoi 
Of this kingdom the attendants on our blesi 
Lord seemed to entertain very indefinite vie 
and, as we read in the above verse, thought 
almost immediately to appear, " Jesus said, 
therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far 
country to receive for himself a kingdom, and 
to return." The application of this parable 
such a time, was, doubtless, to enable soi 
to come to a more perfect idea respecting that 
kingdom which the Gospel proclaimed, and to 
remove the apprehensions which dwelt in many 
as to its proximity : " therefore," writes the 
Evangelist, " therefore" He said this parable, 
because they thought the kingdom of God was 
immediately to appear. In the remaining 
parts of which the parable consists, we find the 
appropriation by the nobleman of particular 
• Mark i. is. 
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talents to several servants, to be employed by 
them as occupants of his goods to profitable 
uses, for which they would have to give an 
"account. * Occupy till I come." The in- 
terval then here mentioned, points out a cer- 
tain time elapsing between the date of the 
nobleman's departure, and his receiving the 
kingdom, when he would return : for we read 
in the 15th verse, " And it came to pass, when 
he was returned, having received the king* 
dom, he commanded those servants to be 
called to him to whom he had given the money, 
that he might know how much every man had 
gained by trading." This forms a sufficient 
explanation of the error those might be in, 
who thought that the kingdom of God, which 
by John, by the Lord Jesus, by the terms of 
the Gospel was preached, was of immediate 
nearness. But that probably a long period 
must intervene, during which, those who 
received the Gospel, the tidings of the king- 
dom, should diligently employ themselves in, 
the service of their absent master. The same 
is also intended in another place, where it 
is written, u The Son of Man is as a man taking 
ft far journey, who left his house* and gave 
authority to his servants, and to every man his 
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work, and commanded the porter to watch : 
watch ye, therefore, for ye know not when the 
master of the house cometh." * The coming of 
the master, and the return of the nobleman, ma- 
nifestly are the same circumstance : and both 
involve the same expected fact of the appeal- 
ing of the " kingdom of God." When, there- 
fore, that return and that coming shall be, 
then do I, even from this Scripture gather, 
that the kingdom of God shall appear. T can 
have no wish, dear brethren, to waste your 
time and attention, nor tamper with your 
souls at my own eternal peril, with subtle 
arguings and speculative points, but it is 
needful in these days of reason-wisdom, and 
of mangling of the Word of God, to put forth 
the full truth of the Gospel, and in spite of all 
obloquy, to stand firm by it. From what, 
therefore, we have just now stated, it seems 
clear, that the parable is intended to show the 
present state of the Church of Christ ; that this 
m period is the period or interval in which our 
Lord is represented as the nobleman gone into 
the far country to receive unto himself this 
kingdom, and to return possessed with it. 
What then we preach as the Gospel, should 

• Mark xiii. 34. 
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be declared as the Gospel of the kingdom of 
God, and the conclusion is, that the kingdom 
is not yet come; that verily it is to come; 
that we wait for the master, even the King, 
Jesus of Nazareth, who shall return, coming 
in his kingdom with power and great glory. 
Let us further attend to what St. Paul writes 
to Timothy, " I charge thee, before God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at His appearing and His 
kingdom, preach the word;" and encourages 
Timothy by his own example, and the glorious 
hope before his own eyes, saying, " I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord the righteous Judge shall give me at 
that day, and not to me only, but unto all 
them also who love his appearing." Here we 
find connected again, the appearing of Jesus 
with His kingdom, and also mention made of 
" that day," a specific time, which is also 
called by St. Peter, " the day of God," when 
the Gospel shall be no longer preached, but 
the kingdom, whose blessedness and glories it 
announces, shall be arrived, and all this simul- 
taneous with the appearing of Jesus Christ. 



Now, my brethren, let no one bcguil 
you, as though all this description of the 
kingdom of God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
connected with HiB return and His appear- 
ing, meant nothing more than what in; 
would have you believe, viz., a gradual sp: 
of religion on the earth through the preach- 
ing of the Gospel of Christ, until the world 
be converted, and Christianity universally 
nourish ; and that the full coming of the 
kingdom of God only meanB a vast spread 
of evangelical truth, only a spiritual king- 
dom thus produced by the preaching of the 
Word. For whereas we see that ihe kingdom 
of God shall not come till tbt Nobleman, 
who is Christ the King, return; and, moi 
over, if this were to be effected by such 
system ; if the Scriptures speak only of a 
spiritual kingdom to be then established, how 
sadly must we wrest and pervert all those 
Scriptures which plainly declare Christ's 
pearing, in order to effect it ! And 
appearing, which is the return of Jesus, must 
be a visible, and not a spiritual, appearing; 
for Jesus said to Caiaphas the high priest. 
" Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man." 
And again John, in Revelations, prophesiet 
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" Behold He coineth with clouds, and every 
eye shall see Him." And so also the two 
men in white apparel, mentioned in Acts i. 1 1 : 
" This same Jesus which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen Him go into heaven/' To 
quote no further, for texts are numerous to 
this purpose, it is plain the coming of Jesus,- 
the only coming again of Jesus,' is at the day 
of His glorious appearing, when, as in the 
parable, He describes He shall return, and the 
kingdom of God then shall come.* Do any 
inquire, then, what the present dispensation 
is ? We answer, it is a typical one ; it is the 
dispensation of grace, preparatory to, and in 
anticipation of, the future glory in which the 
trite Church of Christ shall, at His appearing, 
be gathered together. It is described in 
Matt, xxiv., " This Gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations, and then shall the end come " 
— the end of this dispensation, the end of 
this " accepted time, this day of salvation ;" 
and the Lord Jeaus shall send His angels to 
gather together His elect, that is, those who 
are'ehosen of God to everlasting life, among 

• Matt. xxit. 14 



whom this Gospel, as a witness for God, has 
been preached ; and they shall come from 
uttermost parts of the earth, and sit down 
with Him in His kingdom. 

But, Secondly, where is this kingdom 1 
established f We answer again from 
Scriptures, " upon the earth." In Daniel ii 
we read the prophetic dream which Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king of Babylon had, and 
which it was given to Daniel, the servant of 
the Most High God, to interpret. This dream 
is universally received as pointing out the 
political destiny of the earth under several 
separate kingdoms, the last of which is repre- 
sented as of a stone cut out without hand: 
and breaking in pieces all the former, 
becoming a great mountain, and tilling 
whole earth. This Daniel interprets as of the 
God of heaven setting up a kingdom which 
shall never be destroyed, " and the kingdom 
shall not be left to other people, but it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these king- 
doms, and shall stand fast for ever." And thi 
prophet closed his address to the King, sayii 
" Hereby the great God hath made known 
the king what shall come to pass hereal 
and the dream is certain, and the inlerpretati 
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thereof sure." And we read again, in the 
viith of Daniel, of the vision the prophet 
himself had of four great beasts arising out of 
the sea, diverse from one another : " These 
four beasts are four kings arising out of the 
earth," whose kingdoms successively occupy 
the whole dominion in the world. But of the 
fourth beast more particular detail is made, as 
being the last, and most dreadful, and terrible, 
and strong exceedingly. And it had ten 
horns, which are by interpretation ten kings : 
these arise out of this kingdom, which is 
generally regarded as the Roman power, 
under whose form of sub-divided govern- 
ment the world now exists. But after these 
another is said to arise, who subdues three 
of these kings ; and he is said to speak great 
words against the Most High, and shall 
wear out the saints of the Most High, and 
think to change the times and laws, and they 
shall be given into his hands for a little while ; 
but then (ver. 26) " the judgment shall sit, 
and they (the saints) shall take away his do- 
minion, to consume and to destroy it unto the 
end. And the kingdom and dominion, and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, (which evidently implies the earth,) 

p 




shall be given to the people of the saints of 
the Moat High, whose kingdom is an ever- 
lusting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve 
and obey Him." 

I have brought this prophet'c scripture 
before you in a cursory manner, to show that 
whereas the exercise of power and rule under 
the former monarchies was upon the earth, so the 
last kingdom which destroys and " consumes 
unto the end" all the former, is established also 
upon the same earth. And this is the kingdom 
of God and His Christ, for Zechariah also 
prophecies of this kingdom, saying, " And 
the Lord shall be king over all the earth."* 
And again another prophetic scripture says, 
" He shall have dominion from sea to sea, 
from the river unto the end of the earth," f 
" and shall execute judgment and justice in 
the earth."! So also says the Evangelist St. 
Luke, " He shall be great, and shall he called 
the Son of the Highest, and the Lord God 
shall give unto Him the throne of His father 
David, and He shall reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever, and of His kingdom there 
shall be no end."§ But perhaps some will 
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answer with an objection, using the words of 
the Lord, '* My kingdom is not of this world." 
Neither is it; even as Jesus explains in the 
latter part of the same verse,* " My kingdom 
is not from hence/' It arises not out of the 
world ; it has not its origin from the world 
and from its greatness ; it is received above, 
and is given to Him from above ; but it is in 
the world, and on the earth, and here it is, 
therefore, that the high and holy dominion 
which it exercises shall be carried on. For 
when all the other kingdoms shall have seen 
their glory, and have passed away ; when, like 
all those which have preceded it, and by which 
they have been subdued, the present earthly 
monarchy shall in its turn also be defunct, — then 
it is that the Lord shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, returning in His kingdom and 
in His glory which He has received from the 
Father; and that scripture shall be accom- 
plished which says, " And the seventh angel 
sounded, and there were great voices in heaven, 
saying, " The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 
Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever."f 
Then also shall this song be known, which is 

* John xviii 36. f Rev. zi. 15. 
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sung by the saints in heaven, " Thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals, 
for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation, and hast made 
us unto our God kings and priests, and we shall 
reign on the earth."* 

It is to this eventful period, my brethren, 
that the Church of Christ does look, and 
to which we are hastening on the wings 
of the whirlwind. And it is that also, for 
which, when committing the dead to their 
parent dust, we earnestly supplicate of God, 
" that He would shortly accomplish the number 
of His elect, and to hasten His kingdom."f Say 
then, will your disbelief of these truths delay 
that tremendous day, when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed \ will your doubts impede His 
return ? No more than you can obstruct His 
acceptation of the kingdom itself, for which He 
is gone into the heavens, until the time come 
that all His enemies be made His footstool. 
Many of you, perhaps, are disposed to think 
that that day is so far off you shall never 
see it living. But this you know not. The 
Lord may be at your very doors, while you 

* Revelations v. 9, 10. f Burial Service. 
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are saying, €t He delayeth His coming." No 
sooner is the last of the elect gathered, than 
come the overwhelming judgments. The 
saints, to escape them, shall be changed and 
caught out of the burning mass, and when the 
earth is purified by this fiery baptism, and evil 
consumed, and the devil bound in his bottom- 
less pit, shall the renewed heavens and re- 
newed earth appear, and the kingdom therein 
be given to the saints of the Most High, i. e., 
the inheritance of the blessed children of the 
Father. O, my brethren, sleep not whilst 
such tremendous events are overhanging. How 
can you be squandering your time in folly and 
in the vain conversation of this ungodly world, 
and neglecting your souls 9 and bodies' eternal 
happiness, while the cry maybe daily expected, 
€€ Behold, the bridegroom cometh ! " O, be 
like servants who wait for their Lord. Have 
your loins girt about with truth, and trust not 
to the common verbiage of a blinded world, 
which is full of falsehood and full of snares, but 
learn the truth ; dare believe the Word of God, 
a God of faithfulness and mercy. Have your 
lights burning; and look for the great God 
and the Saviour, who bids you more earnestly 
than ever to watch. O, I would that the whole 
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coast may re-echo this alarm. Yea, that a 
flame of holy zeal and piety may be kindled 
here, which all the powers of darkness shall 
never be able to put out.* Let us not be as 
others who are in error, and whom that day 
will overtake as a thief, but let us seek and 
pray for the renewing of the Holy Ghost, that 
we may be children of light, children of the 
day, sober and watching, putting on the breast- 
plate of faith and love, and for an helmet, the 
hope of salvation. Be stedfast, and look for 
that blessed hope, the glorious appearing of 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints, to 
reign with him for ever and ever. Amen. 

* " Nothing is impossible with God," who, in the most un- 
favourable places, can fulfil His own purposes of mercy towards 
His elect But regarding the former sphere of the Author's duty 
in a collective sense, all the elements of opposition to the truths 
of God seemed combined, in the love of Mammon, in the spirit 
of frivolity and worldly gratification, to quench the Spirit of life, 
and to render the word spoken, with all the overtures of grace, 
null and void. 



SERMON III. 



ON THE BELIEVER'S CONFORMITY OF MIND 
WITH HIS PREDESTINATED BLISS. 



Philippians iii. 20, 21. 



"FOR OUR CONVERSATION IS IN HEAVEN; FROM WHENCE 
ALSO WE LOOK. FOR THE SAVIOUR, THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIST; WHO SHALL CHANGE OUR VILE BODY, THAT IT 
MAY BE FASHIONED LIKE UNTO HI8 GLORIOUS BODY, AC 
CORDING TO THE WORKING WHEREBY HE IS ABLE EVEN 
TO SUBDUE ALL THINGS UNTO HIMSELF." 



Wjb have already introduced to your notice (in 
a general manner) the subject of the second 
advent of our great Redeemer. The point 
discussed had particular reference to the Jewish 
people, to whom the future coming of Christ 
would be attended with such especial blessings. 
Let us now direct our thoughts to certain re- 
vealed truths, which have reference to the Gen- 
tile world, and which will be manifested in that 
tremendous day. The words of the text set 
the matter in a most practical light, and for 
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this reason have I selected it. But before we 
proceed to investigate this and other parallel 
passages in the Holy Word, let me premise, 
that the subject is not one of vain curiosity : 
that it is neither to be passed over in a loose 
and undefined manner by us as . Christian 
preachers, nor heard as a matter of spe- 
culative teaching by our hearers. On the con- 
trary, connected with our Saviour's second 
coming, are circumstances of the most grand 
but awful character. As we find them stated 
in the Word of God, we are bound to receive 
them, and to pray of God, by the enlighten- 
ing Spirit of His grace, to enable us to as- 
certain the meaning of the Spirit in those 
truths which are delivered to us. It is not 
on detached portions of Scripture that the 
faith of the Christian rests, but he seeks to 
know the scope and tenor of the whole 
Bible. There must be consistency in the Bible. 
It is a great thing then, it is every thing, 
my brethren, for us, who would wish rightly 
to divide the Word of Truth, to submit our 
minds and wills in prayer to that sovereign 
Teacher, who alone can open the treasures of 
infinite wisdom savingly to our souls. Men 
of natural learning, untaught of God, may 
amuse themselves and others on things divine, 
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but the Holy Ghost alone makes plain the 
sublimest truths to childlike minds. What- 
ever, therefore, is committed unto us as dis- 
pensers of the Word, it is our duty to endea- 
vour to lay before you, and it is to the interest 
of your immortal souls, that you should hear 
the whole counsel of God. In discoursing, 
therefore, upon the subject proposed, let us 
adhere closely to the sacred pages, and look 
for a blessing from above upon all our endea- 
vours to comprehend their contents, that we 
may be made wise unto salvation. Paul 
writes, " Our conversation is in heaven, from 
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby He 
is able even to subdue all things to Himself.' 9 

I propose then, First, to examine into the 
Apostle's meaning, or rather, to what he 
alludes by saying, " We look for the Saviour 
the Lord Jesus Christ. ,, It is very evident 
from many other parts of his Epistles, that 
this coming of Christ was the grand object to 
which he directed the minds of established 
Christians, whereby to excite them to more 
earnest perseverance in their holy calling, to 

f 5 
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animate their souls in seasons of trouble and 
dismay, and to stir them up to cultivate 
heavenly-mindedness and purity of heart, 
and to increasing love of God their Saviour, 
of whose glory they were called to be par- 
takers, 

In the first chapter of the Book of Acts, 
we find recorded the testimony of the angels, 
who, upon the ascending of the Lord Jesus 
from the mount of Olivea, after giving com- 
mandment to the Apostles He had chosen, 
stood beside them as they beheld Him going 
up, and said to them, " Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This 
same Jesus which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall ho come in like manner as ye 
hare seen Him go into heaven."* This accords 
with the promise of Jesus Himself, mentioned 
in the Gospel of St. John, where he was 
speaking of His Father's house, " If I go 
and prepare a place for you, 1 will come 
again and receive you unto myself, that 
where I am, there ye may be also."f And 
again, this will unfold another passage in 
the same Gospel, where our Lord says, " A 
little while and ye shall not see me, and 

* Acln i. 11. t John i it. 3, 
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a little while and ye shall see me, because 
I go to the Father." " Ye now have sorrow, 
but I will see you again, and your heart shall 
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from 
you."* This coming again is described also 
with its accompanying signs, in the Gospels 
of St. Matthew, Mark, and Luke. " In those 
days, after that tribulation" (which tribulation 
refers to the desolate condition into which the 
Jews were plunged and have still continued), 
" after that the sun shall be darkened, and the 
moon shall not give her light, and the stars of 
heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in 
heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they 
see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with 
great power and glory."f And our Lord fur- 
ther explains by a parable, saying, " For the 
Son of Man is as a man taking a far journey, 
who left his house, and gave authority to his 
servants and to every man his work, and com- 
manded the porter to watch. Watch ye, 
therefore, for ye know not when the Master 
of the house cometh." It is not, therefore, at 
all surprising that the Apostles should speak 
so frequently and feelingly upon the blessed 
expectation of their Lord and Saviour. The 

• John xvi. 16. 22. f Mark xiii. 24—26. 



108 

Holy Spirit led them into all truth, and gave 
their minds the certainty of knowledge and be- 
lief in what Jesus had told them when He was 
yet with them. We find, therefore, that it was 
this great prospect which they constantly had 
before them, and which they ever preached to 
those who were suffering for the name 
Jesus and for his Gospel's sake as most con- 
solatory doctrine in all their troubles 
as an antidote against all apprehensions con- 
cerning death. It was this one grand obje< 
which filled their souls with joy, and whicl 
they employed to animate the hopes of all th« 
Christian believers. " We look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ." We look for the da; 
of the glorious appearing of the Saviour, 
"who was once offered to bear the sins i 
many, and them that look for Him shall He 
appear ihe second time without sin unto sal- 
vation." So again, the Apostle exhorts the 
Philippians : " Be ye blameless, and harmless 
the sons of God without rebuke in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom 
ye shine an lights in the world, holding forth 
the word of life ; that I may rejoice in the day 
of Christ that I have not run in vain, neithei 
laboured in vain." " For what is our hope," 
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says he also, in his First Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians, " or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? 
Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at His coming?" This coming 
will not be to execute final judgment upon 
the wicked, though they will be destroyed, 
but to establish His kingdom, to bind Satan, 
and to raise His saints to reign with Him 
during the millennial period, — and the whole 
of this period involves the judicial exercise 
of wrath upon the ungodly, as much as the 
time of glorification of the saints with Christ. 
The evening of the day will bring in the final 
overthrow of Satan with his hosts. Shall we 
then be silent on so vast, so all-important a 
topic — so awful, yet so glorious to the believer? 
Shall we keep back from you that which oc- 
cupies so prominent a position in the New Tes- 
tament of our Lord and Saviour, and which 
pervades the whole of the sacred volume ? Shall 
we in these last days hold our peace on the sub- 
ject which engaged so deeply the Apostles' 
minds eighteen centuries ago ? Is the day fur- 
ther off than it was then ? Is the Redeemer's 
glory foregone because of the long time that 
is elapsed ? Is the promise of His coming dis- 
annulled ? No ; surely not ! Say, rather, that 
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with all the vast spread of evangelic truth, 
or rather evangelic wresting of God's truth, 
and the thin plate of profession beaten out to 
cover so enlarged a compass, we have forgotten 
the grandest part of the whole scheme, we 
have sealed up the sayings of the prophecy 
of God's Word, and the Lord in anger has 
sent a spirit of slumber upon the land, whose 
iniquities are almost increased to the full. But 
the people for whom God has great mercy pre- 
pared He will not suffer to be deceived into 
a false security ; He will raise up watchmen 
to proclaim the coming joy, to bear witness to 
His name: and though, as we are warned, the 
greater part will be unprepared for the Master's 
return, some, like Simeon and others of old, 
will be " waiting for the consolation of Israel." 
" Surely," saith Amos, " the Lord God will 
do nothing, but He revealeth his secret unto 
his servants the Prophets. The lion hath 
roared, who will not fear ? the Lord God hath 
spoken, who can but prophesy?" Some, per- 
haps, will say, It is of little moment whether 
death overtake me before the coming of Christ, 
or whether He should come again during my 
lifetime, so long as I am walking as a Chris- 
tian, praying always by the Spirit unto God, 
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and " keeping myself unspotted from the 
world," But this is nothing to the purpose. 
The principle is not the true one. " This 
is receiving for commandments the doctrines 
of men." It is not the mere preparation 
for death, but the looking for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, which is to actuate 
the soul and spirit of the Christian. There 
is nothing about preparation for death, in 
comparison with what, is said in Scripture 
concerning the coming of Christ. We not 
only mar the Holy Word, but we wantonly 
contract the happiness which the blessed 
God has mercifully proffered to men by over- 
looking this, and by frittering away these most 
sublime truths we grieve the Holy Spirit, and 
injure our own souls. The coming of Christ, 
then, my brethren, to reign personally: 
on eahth, in order to complete the great 
scheme of the Gospel, I view as thr great 
object of hove, which is both instru- 
mental to the Christian's happiness and the 
chief motive to holiness and zeal in the 
cause of Christ, to works of piety, and to 
the chiefest of all secrets, — keeping of the 
heart. The higher the motive proposed, the 
more strenuous the exertions, and more si 
the influence will be over the whole mind and 
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conduct. As the Old Testament dispensation 
pointed to the first advent of our Redeemer 
in the flesh, so not only does the New but 
the Old Testament itself point to His second 
coming in glory as the joy and hope of all tht 
believe, " We are saved by hope," is a j 
which has particular light thrown upon it, by 
this view. It was this which supplied so good 
a motive for the Apostle's declaration ; " For 
our conversation is in heaven," as he urges ; 
" from whence also we look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ." Our conversation, in 
contradistinction to that of those who could 
not be supposed to look for Jesus, of whom, in 
tbe foregoing verses, he writes : " Many walk 
of whom 1 have told you often, and now tell 
you, even weeping, that they are enemies t 
the cross of Christ; whose end is destruction ; 
whose God is their belly; whose glory is in 
their shame; who mind earthly things." But 
our conversation (or, according to the exact 
meaning, our citizenship*) is in heaven ; our 
whole mind, heart, will, study, purpose, affec- 
tion, are in heavenly things. And why ? Be- 
cause of the attractive power of the love i 
Christ, who died for us, in and by Whom 
we live, our soul being lifted up to Him and 
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our affections fixed where He sitteth, on the 
right hand of God; and because, and above 
all, from thence we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth to make inter- 
cession for us, that where He is, there, as He 
has said, we may be also. Hence we may 
justly affirm that the Christian life consists in 
looking unto and looking for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Thus also saith Paul : " Our life is 
hid with Christ in God ; when Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear with Him in glory/' 

This brings me to the Second part of our 
subject, which alludes to the circumstances 
attending us at the coming of our Lord; 
u He shall change our vile body, that it 
may be fashioned like unto His glorious 
body, according to the working whereby He 
is able even to subdue all things to Himself." 
What a glorified body is, what will be its em- 
ployments and its component parts, I cannot 
tell you : but that those who look for Christ's 
second coming shall be invested with one, that 
this vile body, corruptible, mortal, earthly, 
shall be changed if we are then living, and 
that those dead in Christ shall be raised and 
assume a glorified body like unto their glorious 
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Redeemer's, the Scriptures declare. 
be fashioned like unto His. His was fashioned 
like unto ours : " He was found in fashion 
as a man." We too shall be like Him : we 
shall see Him as He is : we shall be with Him 
where He is, and behold His glory. Jesus in 
the days of His humiliation once displayed 
His power and glory in the transfiguration 
on the mount. That was a very remarkable 
occurrence, and deserves much attention froi 
the children of God. He there appeared i 
His glory — the glory evidently in which ] 
shall appear in the kingdom,— and the dis- 
ciples who were with Him, Peter, James, am 
John, saw it, and were sore afraid. Moses 
and Elias also appeared with Him in glory. 
Doubtless, it was a prefiguration of the state 
of glorified saints. He shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
His glorious body, — and, it is further added, 
—according to His mighty working. There 
at the mount " God the Father" (2 Pet. i. 1") 
invested Him with glory : " He was trans- 
figured before them." And now that the 
Father hath committed all power unto the Son, 
so we shall be partakers of the like glory, if w 
be made partakers of the Divine nature I 
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in spirituality and holiness, by a renewal of 
the soul through the indwelling of the Holy 
Ghost. " Having now escaped the corruption 
that is in the world through lust, we shall also 
come forth from the corruption of the grave, 
and be admitted to the inheritance of the 
saints in light," or glory. 

Brethren, what a dignity does this set upon 
man, and what glory does it ascribe to the 
merits of the blood of Christ, that our souls, 
which are through the malignity of sin carried 
about in this vile body which shall moulder 
and corrupt in the grave, shall, through the 
blessed mediation of a loving Saviour, be re- 
united to that body in its glorified state, to be 
with Christ for ever ! Then shall be fulfilled 
that everlasting will of God, that man shall 
" have the dominion," and shall glorify his 
Creator, finding all his happiness in Him. 
Now we may ask, shall all be glorified ? Cer- 
tainly not. Hear St. Paul : " If the Spirit of 
Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell 
in you, He that raised up Christ from the dead 
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His 
Spirit that dwelleth in you." S€ If any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
His." And when shall that quickening be ? 
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In the great day of His glorious appearing, of 
which the Apostle speaka in the text — " For 
Christ is the first-fruits from the dead, afterward 
they that are Christ's at His coming." Thus 
shall we rise, every man in his own order. 
" The Lord Himself (writes Paul again to tl 
Thessalonians) shall descend from heaven with 
a ihout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first. Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air ; 
and so shall we be ever with the Lord,"* So 
also Paul testifies to the Corinthians, " We 
shall not all sleep," (which implies that thos 
believers who are found alive at the coming 
Christ shall not die,) " but we, i. e., believers, 
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. "t 
Now, my brethren, it is to this blessed crisis 
that I would summon your attention; it 
this time, when, as it is elsewhere written 
the Saviour Jesus, " Behold, the Lord cometl 
with ten thousand of his saints." The: 
• 1 Tinas, v. 16-18. f 1 Cor. x 
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saints are they who have followed Him in this 
day of suffering, looking for the day when He 
should return. The bride, His Church, shall 
go forth and meet the bridegroom in the air, 
and behold His glory. These are they who 
sleep in Jesus, whose flesh is said to rest in 
hope, and whom He will gather from all the 
corners of the earth to reign with Him in His 
millennial kingdom. For, for this purpose 
they, the living, shall be changed ; for this, 
shall the vile body, sown in corruption, be 
raised in incorruption, even to share His 
glorious triumph over death and the grave, and 
sit upon thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. This is the especial blessing promised 
under the Gospel to all who love the Lord 
Jesus, and wait for His appearing. They shall 
arise to a participation of that glory, which 
shall be manifested, when, by His mighty 
working, He will subdue all things to Himself. 
Satan shall be subdued and bound during this 
season, the enemies of Christ shall be subdued, 
the whole world shall be subdued by Him as a 
mighty conqueror, which is spoken of in Rev. 
vi. 2, " And all things shall verily be subjected 
under Him," according to the fulfilment of 
that scripture, " He shall have dominion from 



sen to sea, and from the river unto the ends of 
the earth." " And the kingdom, and domi- 
nion, and the greatness of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven, shall be given to the saiuts 
of the Most High, whose kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and all dominion shall serv< 
and obey Him." 

I have endeavoured to set before you, my 
brethren, some faint view of what I believe to 
be the meaning of the Spirit in the words of 
the text. I am persuaded that all human 
endeavour, and human learning, are as little 
efficient to solve the mysteries of the glory of 
Christ, as the cradled infant to reason upon 
metaphysics. We must become fools if we 
would be wise in heavenly things. May the 
Lord God by His Spirit enable you to see and 
embrace what I am convinced are the glorious, 
blessed truths, which we have broached ! If 
they be truths, wo unto us if we fail to pre- 
sent you with them ! Truths they are ; happy 
are ye if ye receive them. I beseech you 
earnestly and sincerely, to give your minds in 
prayer to God to teach you concerning these 
things which He haa spoken for the edifying 
and consolation of His saints, that you may 
have " your conversation " more stedfastly 
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and more joyfully centered in heaven. See 
what motives to holiness and to good works — 
see what consolation in Christ this affords — 
see what contempt it pours upon death and 
the grave — what hope, what blessed expecta- 
tion, it supplies to the believing souls, even to 
all those who not only look for, but love the 
Lord's appearing ! 



SERMON IV. 



ON THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST. 



1 Cor. xv. 23, 24. 

" BUT EVERY MAN IN HIS OWN ORDER; CHRIST THE FIRST- 
FRUITS ; AFTERWARD THEY THAT ARE CHRIST'S, AT HIS 
COMING. THEN COMETH THE END, WHEN HE SHALL 
HAVE DELIVERED UP THE KINGDOM TO GOD, EVEN THE 
FATHER; WHEN HE SHALL HAVE PUT DOWN ALL RULE 
AND ALL AUTHORITY AND POWER." 

The intention of the Apostle, in this remark- 
able chapter of his Epistle to the Corinthians, 
is not merely to demonstrate the truth of 
Christ's resurrection, and the certainty of the 
resurrection of our bodies likewise from the 
dead, which depend on that great fact, but 
to represent the especial interest which be- 
lievers alone enjoy from this chief point 
in Gospel truth. He speaks of none other 
than of those to whom the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified, had become the 
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" savour of life unto life." The effect of it 
upon the unbelieving is not even hinted, 
saving in that general expression, " All shall 
be made alive j" but of the end of the un- 
believing, as far as they experience the effects 
of Christ's resurrection, the Apostle, I think, 
mentions nothing. He is writing to believers, 
and for their consulation ; and to excite them 
to a zealous perseverauec in the work of their 
Lord and Master Jesus Christ. For, my 
brethren, not only does the believer's hopes rest 
on the fact of the resurrection of Christ, but 

I the whole system of Gospel truth turns on 
it. Christ raised from the dead, in token of 
the accepted sacrifice which He had offered 
unto the Father; Christ raised from the dead, 
the promise and sure ground of hope of the 
resurrection of all who sleep in Him. Christ 
until the resurrection was the representative of 
all flesh. Christ is now the Head of all the body 
of believers — of the whole Church of the saints 
of God. In Him they are crucified unto sin, 
and are dead ; and by the Spirit raised up from 
the death of sin unto a new and everlasting life. 
They live by the power of God — by the Holy 

E dwelling in them, teaching, enlighten- 
irecting, ruling, living in them ; and not 
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by any power of their own. " Whether we 
live, we live unto the Lord ; and whether we 
die, we die unto the Lord. . Whether we live, 
therefore, or die, we are the Lord's ; for to 
this end Christ both died, and rose, and re- 
vived, that He might be Lord both of the 
dead and of the living." The resurrection 
of the dead in Christ, and the resurrection 
of the unrighteous dead, are events involving 
things of the most distinct and infinitely dif- 
ferent nature : the one rises in Christ to in- 
terruption, to power, to glory j the other 
rising to shame and everlasting contempt, 
which is called by our Lord himself the " re- 
surrection of damnation." It is not of this 
latter that Paul is writing in this chapter, 
as you will see if you read attentively through 
it. It is only of the former — the resurrection 
of the blessed, of the children of God ■ by 
faith in Christ, who is " the first-fruits of 
them that slept." Of these, the blessed, 1 
purpose now to speak, and to show you that 
these are they whom the Apostle alludes to 
in the text, and at a certain period are K 
raised alone. " For as in Adam all die, i 
so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
every man in his own order ; Christ the f. 
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fruits : afterwards they that are Christ's at his 
coming," This is the period — the period of 
the first resurrection — mentioned in Rev. xx., 
and which Paul significantly terms the resur- 
rection. " Then cometh the end, when he 
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father; when he shall have put 
down all rule and all authority and power." 
Of this I propose to speak in the Second 
place. 

First, then, to speak of those whom we have 
above designated as the blessed. St. Paul 
expressly states, by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them 
which are asleep, that is, shall not take pre- 
cedence of them ; but, as we read in the 14th 
verse, these at Christ's coming shall be brought 
with Him, having (previously to the living 
saints) been raised : " For, if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
Him." So also the 16th verse explains: 
" The Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 

t?ith the trump of God ; and the dead in 



Christ shall rise first." These having bet 
raised to meet their Lord, the living shall 
be changed (their vile body assuming its 
glorified state), as St. Paul further states, 
and we which are alive shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. What interval elapses 
between the saints meeting their Lord in the 
air and their return with Him, to be for ever 
with Him, reigning with Him, "judging the 
world in righteousness," is not defined in 
Scripture; but that this glory of the second 
advent of the Redeemer is the doctrine i 
forth in Scripture for the edification 
comfort of the people of God, who shall shaj 
in the glory then to be revealed, seems t 
plain to be passed over without serious risl. 
to our sonls. From which statements thus 
briefly made, the Apostle signifies that the 
dead who shall be raised are the dead in 
Christ, and the living in Christ are the; 
who shall be changed at the last trump 
announcing His coming. Of these " Christ 
is the first-fruits," like as the first sheaves 
gathered are the pledge of the coming 
full harvest. " Afterward they that are 
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Christ's at His coming j" thus " every man 
in his own order." 

To elucidate these remarks, we will refer to 
other parts of the Word of God. Our blessed 
Redeemer seems to have intimated this glorious 
season for His Church in the 39th and 40th 
verses of John vi. ; "This is the Father's will 
which hath sent me, that of all which He hath 
given should I lose nothing, but should raise 
it up at the last day. And this is the will of 
Him that sent me, that every one which seeth 
the Son, and believeth on Him may have ever- 
lasting life : and I will raise him up at the last 
day." Again, another very remarkable saying 
respecting the dead in Christ, who are his 
elect Church, in the 44th verse, " No man can 
come unto me, except the Father which hath 
, me draw him, and I will raise him up at 
the last day;" herein declaring an especial 
favour to be bestowed upon the suffering inem- 
i of His body ; that although all should 
bear His voice, and come forth, yet these, at 
the last day, the day of his glorious appearing, 
the day when Christendom shall he lipe for 
idgment, these shall be raised up to meet 
lim, and behold and share the glory of His 
coming, whilst the rest of the dead shall 




wait .till the final restitution of all things. 
There are other passages in Scripture which 
particularize some one resurrection by certain 
phrases added for the sake of distinction. In 
the sivth chapter of St. Luke, and 14th verse, 
where our Lord exhorts to works of cha- 
rity and pious love, "Thou shalt be blessed, 
the poor cannot recompense thee; for thou 
shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of 
the just." Again, we are told in Heb. xi. 35, 
of those, who in the days of former gene- 
rations endured affliction, persecution, and 
torture, " accepting not deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better resurrection." How 
strikingly do these passages, when seriously 
considered, distinguish the resurrection of be- 
lievers from the resurrection of the wicked! 
And in the xxth chapter of St. Luke, and 36th 
verse, our Lord, describing the state of His 
saints hereafter, says, " The children of this 
world marry, and are given in marriage; but 
they which shall be accounted worthy of that 
world, and the resurrection from the dead, 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
neither can they die any more; for they arc 
equal unto the angels: and are the children 
of God, being the children of the resurrectioi 
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These portions of the Word have a most 
signal reference to the blessed privilege of be* 
lievers in Christ, inasmuch as the resurrection 
of which they speak, would cease to be a dis- 
tinguishing resurrection, from that resur- 
rection of the wicked, unless there were the 
distinction already stated: so Paul also, who 
in xxivth of the Acts, we find confessing his 
belief before Felix, that there should be a re- 
surrection of the dead, both of the just and 
of the unjust, when again he reflects upon 
his own individual happiness in such a fact, 
resulting from the consideration, says, in the 
iiid chapter to the Philippians, " I count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, and suffer the 
loss of all, that I may know Him, and the 
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being made conformable unto 
His death; if by any means I might attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead." Paul 

• 

knew that there would be a resurrection from 
the dead. He had been a Pharisee, which sect 
believed both in the resurrection from the dead, 
and in the existence of angelic spirits : his 
expressions evidently show a belief in a 
resurrection, distinguished from the general 
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resurrection : even before it in time, 
blesaed in its result. These all agree with 
what we have adduced before concerning 
the " resurrection of the just," the " better 
resurrection," the being raised by Jesus " at 
the last day," as contradistinguished froui that 
resurrection of the wicked, which is the resur- 
rection of damnation. I will refer you once 
more to the prophet Isaiah, who, relative to 
this day of Christ, speaks of the wicked, say- 
ing, "They are dead, they shall not live; they 
are deceased, they shall not rise." And then 
of the first, " Thy dead men shall live, to- 
gether with my dead body shall they arise ; 
Awake, and sing, ye that dwell in the dust: 
for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the 
earth shall cast out her dead," " Coiue, my 
people, enter thou into thy chamber, and shut 
thy doors about thee; hide thyself as it were 
for a little moment, until the indignation be 
overpast ; for, Behold the Lord cometh out of 
his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth 
for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose 
her blood, and shall Ho more cover her slain.' 1 
For we have seen that the wicked are to i 
and live again : therefore, Isaiah, when he s 
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that they shall not be, it must he understood 
to signify that their resurrection will be, not at 
the morning of that great and glorious day of 
the Lord's appearing, but at the end of it. 
Thus the Psalmist, in the xlixth Psalm, " Like 
sheep they are laid in the grave ; death shall 
feed on them, and the upright shall have do- 
minion over them in the morning, and their 
beauty shall consume in the grave from their 
dwelling. But God shall redeem my soul 
from the power of the grave, for he shall re- 
ceive me." 

Let this, then my brethren, serve to explain 
to us the meaning of the first resurrection, men- 
tioned in Rev. sx., the resurrection of the just, 
the resurrection of the saints of God, who " 
Christ's at his coming." They shall be raised 
immediately before His open manifestation in 
the heavens, and shall come with their Lord 
in his return to judge the wicked, and reign 
upon the renewed earth in righteousness, I 
am persuaded of the importance of this truth, 
the more because I trace in the spirit of the 
current religion, a similar error to that which 
arose early in the Apostle's days; to which 
error Paul ascribes the departure from " the 
faith" of Hymeneus and Philetus, " wh 



says he, " concerning the truth have erred, 
saying, that the resurrection is past already, 
and overthrew the faith of some : their word 
eateth as doth a canker." * This is a similai 
perversion of Scripture to that of those whi 
spiritualize the first resurrection, mentionet 
in the xxth chapter of Revelations, 
tell us it signifies the regeneration 
the soul ! ! Are you ready to go forth 
meet the bridegroom ? Are you prepared i 
meet your God ? " Lo ! He cometh 
clouds, and every eye shall see Him. Behold 
He cometh with ten thousands of His saints, 
to execute judgment upon all. And the Lord 
shall be King over all the earth: in that day 
shall there be one Lord, and His name shall 
be one. He shall have dominion from sea I 
sea, and from the river unto the end of the 
earth. Then shall the earth be filled with the 
knowlege uf the glory of the Lord, as tin 
waters cover the deep of the sea." This 
be the interval of the long period of blessed 
ncss, not only plainly stated in the Apocalypse 
but described throughout the Psalm 
the Prophets. This will be the interval i 
the restitution of all things, the now pre 
• 2 Timothy ii. 17. 
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spective deliverance and glory of the Jewish 
people, who shall be re-established in peace 
in their own land. That interval, at the 
end of which Jesus Christ shall give up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father; or, 
as we understand it, when the glorious pur- 
poses of God, in the manifestation of Him- 
self by Christ Jesus, as Mediator to the 
world, shall be accomplished; and after the 
destruction of death, prophesied in Hosea and 
Revelations, an eternity of blessedness shall 
ensue, in the presence of a holy God ; which 
brings us to the Second part of our subject : 
" Then cometh the end, when Hfe shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father; when he shall have put down all rule, 
and all authority, and power." 

II. This shows very plainly how different 
the state of things will be, when Christ reigns 
triumphantly on the earth, and the state of 
things at present. This shows that there is a 
time when Christ shall come to take unto 
Himself His great power and to reign, and after 
which, to deliver up (having fulfilled all that 
was written of Him both in the Psalms and in 
the Prophets relative to) the kingdom of 
righteousness, peace, and joy, committed unto 
Him by the Father. " Ask of me, and I will 



give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost part of the earth for thy 
possession. They that dwell in the wilderm 
shall bow before Him, and His enemies shi 
lick the dust. The king of Tarshish and 
the isles shall bring presents : the kings 
Sheba, and Seba shall offer gifts. Vea, 
kings shall fall down before Him: all natioi 
shall serve Him." It is not so yet. Who: 
kingdom at present exists? Who hold 
reins of government, and rules in the heai 
and minds of the people of the world? Do< 
not " the whole world," as saith St. Jol 
" lie in wickedness," or, " in the wicked one 
Is not Satan the God of this world ; the prim 
of the power of the air; the spirit whii 
worketh in the children of disobedience? 
is the deceiver of the world. He it is 
goeth about the world, seeking whom he ma; 
devour. And, " when any who heareth tl 
word of the kingdom, contained in the Gos] 
of tiie kingdom, and understandeth it no 
cometh and catcheth away that which 
sown, lest he should believe and be saved.' 
He it is, who causeth those who are his chil 
dren to pervert the right ways of the Lord. 
Yea, wheresoever the Gospel of the kingdoi 
which is his death-warrant and the destructioi 



>m, 
ion 



133 

of his power, is fully opened to the Churches, 
he is more inveterate than ever. All his in- 
furiate host are leagued against Christ: and 
his most malignant devices are directed 
against the truth, lest the veil of blindness 
should be removed from men's eyes, and they 
should see the glory of the Son of God, and 
believe. He knows that the kingdom of Christ 
shall be set up, and that he cannot finally 
prevail : but his business is to decoy as many 
souls as he can, and to make them opposed 
to the glorious truth of Christ's kingdom, on 
account of the very enmity that he holds against 
Christ Jesus our Lord. And now that the Lord 
has sent prophets to declare the coming of the 
Son of Man, who shall bind Satan, the great 
serpent, a thousand years, he is come down 
unto us, having great wrath, because he 
knoweth that he hath but a short time."* 
But it shall not always be so. " Our God 
shall come, and shall not keep silence." The 
prince of this world shall be cast out. The 
principalities and powers of darkness shall be 
spoiled. The Lamb shall overcome them. 
And " I saw an angel come down from heaven, 
having the key of the bottomless pit, and a 
great chain in his hand : and he laid hold on 

* Revelations xii. 12. 
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the dragon, that old serpent, which is the 
devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, 
and shut him up, and get a seal upon him, 
that he should deceive the nations no more till 
the thousand years should be fulfilled; and 
after that he must be loosed a little season." 
But the words of the text assure us, that 
Jesus shall put down all antichristian rule and 
authority, and Satanic power, and then the 
kingdom for which we look, and which we, if 
Christians, do pray that God wuuld hasten, 
shall be delivered up, and " God shall be all 
in all." 

Now, my brethren, reflect on these things. 
Let not the devil beguile you. You hear the 
word of the kingdom which is hastening on 
to destroy him and all his host : and do 
you, brethren, I beseech, seek to rejoice in it. 
Are you resisting the devil? Resist him in 
the strength of the Spirit of Christ, or you 
will be overpowered. Resist him, and he will 
flee from you. Open your hearts and minds 
to the knowledge of Jesus and His glorious 
Gospel, ere darkness overtake you, and 
stumble, and fall, and are broken, and snare 
and taken. For many, says the Spirit, 
be. Now is the day of suffering, the king- 
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dom is coming, the reigning is not yet. Blessed 
prospect! Be of the same mind one with 
another, and let that mind be the mind of 
Christ, who, for the glory that was set before 
Him, endured the cross, despising the shame. 
Bear the cross then after Him, if you will, 
enter into His glory. Learn, and do the will 
of God, even as Christ as a Son likewise 
learned obedience. Turn a deaf ear to the 
common vain conversation of the world. 
Listen to the voice from the sanctuary. The 
world is deceived by the God which rules it : 
all who remain in its errors will be overtaken 
with the plagues which are coming hastily 
upon it. They are no more concerned about 
the Christian's deliverance and the testimony 
of the Lord, than the inhabitants of Sodom 
and Gomorrah were at the announcement of 
the angel to Lot and his family. Hasten, flee 
out of Babylon, lest ye be destroyed. Talk 
not of death-bed repentances. " Look for the 
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and the Saviour Jesus Christ/' 
Look for the glory of the saints in His blessed 
kingdom, when this short triumphing of the 
wicked shall be past. As sure as Christ is 
risen, and become the first-fruits of them that 
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slept, so surely will He fulfil His word, of 
gathering Elta saints at His coming afterward. 
Are ye Christ's? Are ye conformed to Him, 
in mind, soul, and body ? Are ye dead unto 
sin, and all ungodliness and worldly lusts? 
Are ye planted together with Him in the 
likeness of His death ? Are ye crucified 
unto sin, and the world, and the flesh, with 
the affections and lusts ? There can be no 
holiness without Jesus Christ. Remember, 
the risen saints shall be like Him ; for, as 
He which hath called you is holy, so be ye 
holy in all manner of conversation. " Be- 
loved, now are we the sons of God, but it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be, but 
we know that when He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." 
All God's people are sons, beloved for Christ's 
sake. They shall be hereafter kings, for tl 
shall reign with Him; made kings and prii 
unto God for ever. O ! love the Lord, then, 
all ye His saints : for all those that are His 
at His coming, shall awake; and all we who 
are alive and remain, shall be caught up to 
meet the Lord in joy, and reign with F 
ever and ever. 




SERMON V. 

THE STATE OF THE WORLD AT CHRIST'S 

COMING. 



St. Luke xviii. 8. 

" NEVERTHELESS, WHEN THE SON OP MAN COMETH, SHALL 
HE FIND FAITH ON THE EARTH?" 

Seeing what great things are promised in the 
Bible to faith, it is a sufficient reason to 
give to all those who cannot follow the Chris- 
tian in his pursuits, purposes, consolations, 
and hopes, that they are shut up in unbelief. 
" To him that believeth, all things are pos- 
sible." We find it thus written of faith: — 
u Faith overcometh the world." — " The just 
shall live by faith." — " We are saved by grace 
through faith." — t€ The heart is purified by 
faith." — " By a pure conscience we hold the 
mystery- of faith." — " In Christ Jesus our Lord 
we have boldness and access with confidence 



unto God, by the faith of Him."—" And in the 
day when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with His mighty angels, in that 
day shall He come to be glorified in His saints 
and admired in all them that believe," — " Ne- 
vertheless, when the Son of Man Cometh, shall 
he find faith on the earth?" The question ia 
a solemn one ; and the Lord has left it un- 
answered, probably that our attention might 
he the more drawn to it. It involves a great 
deal ; and while common critical readers 
attach obscurity to it, the humble Christian, 
who is led hy the Spirit of God, discerns 
enough to excite him to more watchfulness, 
prayer, patience, and perseverance. But, con- 
sidering a little the context, it seems implied 
that even Christians will be remiss in these 
several acts; which context let us advert to 
for a moment. Jesus had opened in a parable, 
by a striking contrast, the goodness and mercy 
of God towards his own people, instancing 
the case of an unjust judge yielding to the 
importunate complaint of a widow woman 
who came seeking justice against her cruel 
oppressor: "Though I fear not God, nor re- 
gard man ; yet, because this widow troubleth 
me, I will avenge her, lest by her contimii 
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coming she weary me, And the Lord said* 
Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall 
not God avenge His own elect, which cry day 
and night unto Him, though He bear long 
with them ?" If an unjust judge, who had 
neither the fear of God nor regard for mpn, 
and therefore no principle of true religion to 
influence his heart, could yet listen to the suit 
of the oppressed and afflicted, shall not God — 
a God of judgment and truth, loving mercy, 
and the sole cause and fountain of all comfort 
and peace — avenge, plead the cause of His own 
elect people which cry to Him continually, 
who in every thing, by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving, can make their requests 
known unto Him ? "I tell you He will avenge 
them speedily. Nevertheless," with all the 
great and inestimable privileges and blessings 
which are vouchsafed to mankind, having so 
merciful a Jehovah to approach and serve, 
pouring such unspeakable gifts upon those 
who believe in Him, " when the Son of Man 
cometb, shall He find faith on the earth ?" 
Laying these two facts together, I learn 
the necessity of that blessed preparation of 
heart whereby to believe all that is written 
in the Word of the glory of Christ, and also 



HO 

discover a sort of prophetic intimation of the 
trials of the real children of God in the latter 
days. " When the Son of Man cometh, shall 
He find faith in the earth >" 

I have already stated to you, and in close 
connection with Scripture language, that the 
coining of the Son of Man is the great and 
glad period to which the true Church of 
Christ are looking ; that being the period when 
the millennial day shall dawn, when the years 
of happiness through the universal knowledge 
of the Lord shall open on the world; that 
being the period when this state of ain and 
suffering shall pass away, and everlasting 
blessedness and triumphant joy shall ensue; 
that being the period when Christ shall return 
in His kingdom and " the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and 

So far we have endeavoured to guide your 
faith by positive arguments on the subject : 
but in the words of the test we find a negative 
argument also in support of it. For, " when 
the Son of Man cometh, shall He find faith on 
the earth i" Now every one, even the enemies 
of that which, through God's blessing, I have 
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been seeking to teach you — even all acknow- 
ledge that there will be a millennium ; but 
the greater part believing a spiritual mil- 
lennium, or reign of Christ, think that it is 
to be brought about by the labours of eccle- 
siastical societies, and missionaries, and by 
other plans for the furthering of the Gospel;* 
and after all this shall have been done, and 
truth promulgated, and the knowledge of the 
Lord thus established in the world — after this 
Christ shall come to judgment, and the great 
tribunal erected, and the good received into 
heaven, and the bad driven to hell, and the 
world destroyed for ever. But, independent 
of not finding any thing in Scripture to war- 
rant this, contrariwise every thing to disprove 
it, the words of the text show how fallacious 
this expectation is. If the world were con- 
verted by the gradual growth of Christianity, 
would not then Jesus find faith on the earth ? 

• The sound of Missionary Societies is so. plausible, that no- 
thing more strongly excites the spleen of our miscalled religious 
world and evangelic professors, than to venture a word which 
may be likely to lead to an examination of the principles of 
these aforesaid societies, and so to diminish " the sum total " of 
their cash accounts. But the truth must be told. 

No single passage of Scripture warrants the notion that the 
whole world is to be converted before the bodily coming of Jesus 
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This would be, if righteousness were bro«g : 
into the world universally, without the glo- 
rious revelation of Jesus Christ from heaven. 
No ; the truth of the Gospel shall be carried 
to all lands, as it was declared by the Lord 
Jesus in the days of His flesh, " for a witness 
unto all nations;" but not until He himself 
shall return will the universal blessedness it 

in glory to reign on this ear(h with His elect Church. The 
Gospel ia now a witness to the nations — a testimony to every in. 
dividual either unto life or unto deaih. To be the genuine wit. 
nesa, it must be the genuine Gospel — the Gospel of the kingdom 
— the glad tidings of the Reign. This Gospel is neither under- 
stood nor preached by committees of missionary societies, nor 
by the clergymen who (to the utter subversion of all scriptural 
Church order) are obliged to be implicitly under the control of 
the committees of the societies by whom they are sent out and 
paid their stipulated allowance. Laymen form a considerable 
part of these committees, and direct the affairs of the 
Thus we have a band of laymen directing ordained ministers 
Christ in their professed work of preaching, what they call 

The whole spirit and course of these societies have 
become so secular, that the main object at their meetings and 
sermons is to collect the greatest sum Df money, irrespective of 
the mass of error by which they are upheld, and the unscriptural 
sentiments which their agents are continually dealing out. The 
author would by no means include under these remarks the Con- 
tinental Society — which he believes has preached an uncompro- 
mising Gospel in the infidel parts of the Continent,- 
Society of the Friends of the Hebrew Nation. 
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proclaims be manifested, and the kingdom 
which it announces as at hand be established 
on the ruins of all others in the world. The 
truth at present is in bondage; the Church 
(as Israel of old in Egypt) is in bondage ; all 
her members are in a state of suffering, and 
wait for deliverance ; there is no reign of faith 
upon the earth. This is reserved for the full 
vision, when the Deliverer, the Redeemer, 
shall come to Zion, " and the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return and come to Zion with 
songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : 
they shall obtain joy arid gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away." But again, we 
have our Lord's words in another place, 
wherein He positively decides his own ques- 
tion (contained in the text), aaying, " But as 
the days of Noe, so ahall also the coming of 
the S»n of Man be. For as in the days that 
were before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 
and knew not, until the flood came and took 
lem all away ; so shall also the coming of 
:he Son of Man be."* And again, " Likewise 
Iso as it was in the days of Lot; they did 
* Mall. xxiv. 37. 
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eat, they drunk, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they builded; but the same day that 
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them 
all. Even thus shall it be in the day when 
the Son of Man is revealed."* " When the 
the Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith 
on the earth?" No; it shall be even thus 
in His day. And what blessedness is here 
mentioned? what spiritual millennium is here 
said to exist ? Amid all these descriptions, 
where the conversion of the world men- 
tioned ? Nothing of the kind. Eighteen 
centuries have passed, and we have seen 
no indications yet ; and eighteen more might 
succeed, with no brighter, no more glorious 
era happening to the Church or to the world, 
according to the promises of the Scriptures, 
in this present dispensation. No. Now the 
earth languisheth, the world mourneth under 
the slavery of Satan, and the Church of the 
saints feels the oppression of sin, and both 
are subjected in hope in earnest expectation 
of the hour of rejoicing, for the manifestatio 
of the sons of God. To all this I add, 
In the Second place, that the words of t 
* Luke xvii. 28. 
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text contain a sort of prophetic intimation 
of the trials of the real children of God 
before the Son of Man cometh in the latter 
days; for as we have sought to show that 
universal blessedness, through faith, is not 
to be found at the coming of the Son of 
Man, so also we learn from Scripture, that 
before, just before the coming, the faith of 
those who are real children, the saints of God, 
will be severely tried. For, as was instanced 
before the last destruction of Jerusalem, so 
before the day of the Son of Man shall also 
come great tribulation, and Christ's people 
shall be hated of all nations for His name's 
sake. (S And many shall be offended, and shall 
betray one another, and shall hate one ano- 
ther ; and many false prophets shall arise, 
and shall deceive many; and because iniquity 
shall abound, the love of many shall wax 
cold. But he that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be saved." " All whom 
Christ loveth He loveth unto the end." These 
are the children of God, and heirs of the 
kingdom, and no one shall disinherit them; 
and many who are not Christ's, but have ap- 
peared to be, shall wax cold : when tribulation 
ariseth, and persecution for the word's sake, 

H 
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they shall be offended and fall away, and they 
shall find no place for repentance. And again 
it is written,* " There shall be signs in the 
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars/' all 
which, in Scripture language, usually are taken 
to denote the high authorities and powers of 
the world ; " and upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the 
waves roaring ; men's hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth, for the powers of 
heaven shall be shaken; and then shall they 
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory." This, too, agrees 
with those words, " Yet once more, it is a 
little while, I will shake the heavens and the 
earth, and the sea and the dry land, and I will 
shake all nations, and the Desire of all nations 
shall come/'f And what says Paul to the 
Thessalonians : " That day shall not come 
except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of per- 
dition, whom the Lord shall consume with the 
spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with 
the brightness of His coming ; even him whose 
coming is after the working of Satan with all 

• Luke xxi. 26—27. t Haggai ii. 6, 7- 
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power, and signs, and lying wonders, and with 
all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them 
that perish : because they received not the love 
of the truth that they might be saved."* 
Hear again Paul to Timothy, (2 Ep. iii. 1,) 
" This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come ;" and again, (1 Ep. iv. 1,) 
a The Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the 
latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines 
of devils." And of this time St. John (Rev. 
xiii. 10) writes, " Here is the patience and 
faith of the saints ;" and, xiv. 12, " Here is 
the patience of the saints ; here are they that 
keep the commandments of God, and the faith 
of Jesus." Thus, we see, shall the trial of 
God's people come on, and the trial of their 
faith shall work patience, while tribulation shall 
overwhelm the hypocrites of all denominations. 
And they shall give heed to the doctrines 
of devils, which are (C the precepts of men," 
which you will find denounced in Isa. xxix. 13. 
But, my brethren, it is the duty of the faithful 
watchmen to warn the people of God of the 
coming danger, and that being warned, they 
may have the loins of their minds girt about 

• 2 Thess. ii, 3. 8—10. 
H 2 



with the truth ; " and thus knowing (as 2 Pet. 
iii. 17) these things before, they may beware, 
and be not led away with the error of the 
wicked to fall from their own ate d fastness." 
Therefore, he adds, " grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 

Now, from all this, may we not be prepared 
what to expect, before the last day of grace in 
this present dispensation dawn upon the 
world ? Are we not, therefore, prepared to 
apply a due answer to the question in the 
text ? that instead of faith shall abound infi- 
delity; instead of peace and blessedness shall 
be seen tribulation, and darkness, and wo j 
instead of faithful watchmen, and holy Christ- 
serving people, shall be found false prophets, 
and a deceived flock, and the multitudes of 
the earth raising one voice of resistance against 
the truth of God, and a wanton oppression 
against the devoted saints of the Most Higl 
to whom alone, at the eventful period whit 
is hastening, shall be given the kingdoi 
and the greatness of the kingdom, of thi 
righteous and glorious King, Jesus Cbrii 
May we not, brethren, I say, be prepared, 
from the declarations of Scripture, as also 
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from what is implied in the text, to expect 
these things, that " there shall be (Daniel 
xii. 1) a time of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation, even to that same 
time ?" And, my brethren, it would be only 
to include you in the common blindness and 
infatuation of the world, to say that you are 
unable to discern any thing of these Scrip- 
tures now coming to pass. I say, brethren, 
that if we discern nothing in this present time 
portending some approaching crisis, it is that 
we are, as our Lord testified,* hypocrites also. 
The Gospel, with all its glory, blessings, and 
wonders, and awful predictions, " is hid to 
them that are lost, in whom the God of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them." Ask who you will, mer- 
cantile men, legal men, statesmen, yea, down 
to the poor unlettered mind, and there seems 
in one and all a strange foreboding that some 
vast change is coming on; and yet the pro- 
phets cry peace ! — and so it is prophesied of 
them, t€ Who is blind but my servant, saith 
the Lord?" " Now the prophets are in 

• Luke xii. 56. 
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sheep's clothing; they prophesy false things, 
and the people love to hear them; and they 
are unto them as a lovely song of one that 
hath a pleasant voice, and can play well on an 
instrument." And though there is much said 
of the growth of religion, and the increase of 
the Gospel, yet (even if this were found to be 
true, which is much to be doubted,) there is 
a still more amazing increase of infidel tracts 
and publications of all sorts disseminated 
through the nation; and from the highest 
powers even to the meanest grade there seems 
one spirit alike pervading, an inclination 
to lift up man, the creature, to exalt the in- 
tellect, the counsels, the schemes of man, and 
to exclude Christ the Lord, who is and shall 
be all in all, and who will arise and bring 
to nought the wisdom of the wise, and cause 
the understanding of the prudent to be hid ; 
The Lord saith by the prophet Isaiah, (xvii. 
12, 13,) " Woe to the multitude of people which 
make a noise like the rushing of many waters ; 
the nation shall rush like the rushing pf many 
waters: but God shall rebuke them, and 
they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as 
the chaff of the mountains before the wind, 
and like a rolling thing before the whirl- 
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wind." Ah ! my brethren, when we look to our- 
selves, and reflect upon our most awful, most 
difficult, most solemn charge and obligation, 
as priests of the sanctuary, stationed as 
watchmen on the towers to cry aloud and 
spare not, and to be the heralds of God 
Almighty's holy purposes and eternal truth, 
we cannot but tremble at our deep responsi- 
bility. But how, alas ! is the Word of God 
itself gone into captivity ! Who is met, that 
dares freely and fully unfold its records. It is 
like as the ark in bondage among the Phi- 
listines. And is not the Spirit grieved at this ? 
And, moreover, if one stands up, like Elijah, 
bold for his heavenly Master, attempting to 
bring back the erring people, and save them 
from their enemies, and turn them to God, 
like Elijah does he seem impelled almost to 
secrete himself for preservation from the fury 
of persecutors and hypocrites. And so it 
will be ; the last days will abound in such 
as will not endure sound doctrine. Already 
men are beginning to show their aversion to 
it ; already the cries of heresy and innovation, 
new doctrines, and a new gospel, assail the 
ears of those who are not willing to compromise 
the truth, or to shun the whole counsel of God. 
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And are these not signs of coming wrath ? — 
are these not signs that when the Son of Man 
cometh He shall come as a thief,* and shall 
not find faith on the earth ? And is not the 
Spirit grieved at this ? Ah I brethren, look to 
yourselves ; open your hearts to the voice of 
God : it is not arrogance to say that you have 
great privileges. I have freely declared to you 
these things — these great and blessed truths, 
and my solemn warning. May you know your 
day ! Search the register of the past, and see 
and know in what you have been benefited. Are 
you brought nearer to God, and more devoted 
to Christ ? Is Christ Jesus more precious to 
you, and are you become His devoted and ex- 
pecting servants, yea, " brethren" of His, as 
He has said, " he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother." f Go, and 
seek His Spirit ; implore the Holy Ghost to 
sanctify and renew your hearts. Abandon the 
world. Come out, and be separate, and be 
blessed, or remain and be lost for ever. The 
Lord Christ will expect much from you ; He 
will expect to find faith here. But how have 

* Compare Luke xxi. 35, and 2 Peter iii. 3, 4. 10. 
•f* Matthew xii. 50. 
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you begun the year ? In mirth ^nd folly, and 
in the same careless unconcern about your 
souls ? Ah ! you are not waiting for Christ ; 
you are not sanctified by His Spirit. O, 
brethren, you are deceiving yourselves, you 
are robbing yourselves of eternal life, and me 
of your joy at Christ's appearing ! But let us 
who are living by faith in Jesus, now resort 
to His holy feast prepared at the table before 
you, and seek in sincerity of heart the 
sprinkling of His blood upon our conscience, 
and nourishment and comfort to our souls. 
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SERMON VL 



THE GOSPEL A WITNESS. 



Matthew xxiv. 14. 

" AND THIS GOSPEL OP THE KINGDOM SHALL BE PREACHED 
IN ALL THE WORLD FOR A WITNESS UNTO ALL NATIONS, 



AND THEN SHALL THE END COME. 



>» 



In bringing my public ministry among you, 
brethren, to a conclusion, which it seems the 
will of God fhat I should do this day, I have 
selected for this morning's discourse a passage 
of Scripture, not only affording much for our 
serious consideration, but directly bearing upon 
the great subjects which have lately been 
brought before you in this place. It will be 
my endeavour, therefore, to take a compre- 
hensive view of these several subjects, and to say 
a few words upon each, as we proceed in the 
exposition of the respective parts of the text* 
May the Lord, in His mercy, enable every one 
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of us to enter into the spirit of this part of 
His Word, and understand it to our souls' 
health ! It may be needful for us to premise, 
to what the term " end " is intended to refer. 
Having done this, we shall be better prepared 
for the reception of the truths contained in the 
whole. Referring, then, to the third verse of 
this chapter, we find the disciples asking their 
Lord two questions, which questions evidently 
arose out of what he had just saicl ; first, in the 
last verse of the preceding chapter, respecting 
the Jews : " Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate : for I say unto you, ye shall not 
see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord." 
And again, in the second verse of the xxivth 
chapter, when, concerning the temple, he said, 
(( There shall not be left here one stone upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down." The 
questions then that the disciples asked were 
these, ei When shall these things be ? and 
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of 
the end of the world." With the coming of 
Christ their minds were impressed, from what 
Jesus had himself said : and the inquiry con- 
cerning the €t end of the world,'' was of them- 
selves. Both are events (as we gather from 



156 

other parts of Scripture) occurring at the self- 
same time. In reference to what is connected 
with the question, " When shall these things 
be," we know there was some fulfilment in 
the destruction of the temple, when Jeru- 
salem was besieged by the Romans : but 
Christ came not; therefore, when the Lord 
Jesus shall come, it will be when all that the 
Scriptures declare concerning this present life, 
age, or world, shall have been accomplished — 
the end of the world, meaning the end of this 
age or duration of time, and not the destruction 
of the earth, in the which " this Gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the world, for 
a witness unto all nations, and then shall the 
end come." We now proceed to our subjects : — 

I. What is meant by the word " Gospel." 

II. God's purposes revealed in it as the 
" Gospel of the kingdom/' 

III. God's purpose in this present dispen- 
sation. 

IV. The time of the consummation of all. 
I. What is meant by the word " Gospel. 

Its simple and proper meaning is " good news, 
tidings of good ; and," as it is written in Luke, 
it comprises " good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people." And Paul, in his 
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Epistle to Titus, thus unfolds this good tidings* 
" For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared unto all men ;" the good news 
then, is the declaration of God's grace, or 
free favour to man. We have repeatedly 
brought this before you, and showed that 
through the disobedience of the first Adam, 
" all have come short of the glory of God," 
all were shut up under sin, and condemnation, 
and eternal death; now, by the obedience of 
the second Adam, all are pardoned, ransomed, 
bought out of the hands of the destroyer ; and 
the tidings of God's reconciliation to the world, 
are made known through , Christ Jesus our 
Lord: the free favour of God to man in Christ 
was more than commensurate in its effects, with 
the loss that man sustained in Adam. " By 
the offence of one, death reigned : but by the 
obedience of one, grace reigns. And where 
sin abounded (of which death temporal and 
eternal is the consequence) grace did much 
more abound, that as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign through 
righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord." Sin reigned in the world, until 
Christ had vanquished him through whom sin 
came into the world. He vanquished him by 
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condemning sin in the flesh, killing it, putting 
it to death, by dying Himself as a sacrifice for 
sin, pouring out His own blood, which is the 
life, on the cross, and thus showing that our 
sins were no longer laid to our account; that 
we were forgiven ; for, as " without shedding of 
blood there is no remission/' so the converse is 
true, by the shedding of Jesus' blood, the truth 
of the remission of sins is declared to man; 
and that not for a few men only, but for man 
taken collectively. For as in the human nature 
sin was committed, so in the human nature, 
thus degraded by sin, sin was destroyed, and 
the devil cast out by the mighty Spirit of the 
Father which dwelt in Jesus, and a perfect, 
spotless righteousness wrought out, and an 
holy sacrifice of obedience even unto the death, 
made unto the Father, through which life is 
given unto the world. Thus as in Adam all died, 
so in Christ, who stood in the place of Adam, 
who died and rose again, life is given to all. 
" For this is the record that God hath given 
unto us eternal life, and this life is in His Son." 
So then, brethren, being purchased by so pre- 
cious a ransom, and being delivered from 
death, through the blood-shedding of Jesus, we 
have no longer any hindrance or bar whereby 
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God's favour can be questioned towards that 
world which was lost, but it is freely and 
completely set before us in the Gospel : this is 
a part of the " good news" we bring to all. 

But, II. It is called the Gospel of the king- 
dom, the " good news" of the kingdom, the 
" good news" of the reign of God, We must 
again revert to what we have before intro- 
duced to you, and so we shall speak God's 
purposes revealed in it, as the Gospel of the 
kingdom. Besides then, the u good news" of 
the sacrifice for sin, there is this contained in 
it, viz., the promise of a coming kingdom. 
Man alone was not the object of God's favour 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The earth itself, all creation, 
the animate and inanimate, partake of the 
goodness of God in this His great act of love. 
As far as sin reaches, so far at least shall the 
merits of the destroyer of sin extend also. 
Where the devil has been an usurper, there 
shall the conqueror of Satan make known 
His victory. And on this very earth, now the 
scene of Satan's melancholy devices and de- 
solation, shall be the manifestation of God's 
purposes in Christ; here shall be the plat- 
form on which all the acts of His mercy 



towards man in redemption shall be displayed j 
where the reign of grace now communicated 
to the world by the Gospel shall be fully ex- 
hibited, by the reign of glory to which it points : 
for " the earth shall be full of the glory of the 
Lord;" (of the blessedness of this period I 
must refer you to the xith chapter of Isaiah ;) 
and if there be a reign or a kingdom, there 
shall also he a king. " Behold," saith Isaiah, 
" a king shall reign in righteousness, and 
princes (the saints) shall rule in judgment;" 
and " Behold," writes Jeremiah, xxiii. 5, 6, 
" the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a 
king shall reign and prosper, and shall ex- 
ecute judgment and justice in the earth. In 
His days, Judah shall be saved, and Israi 
shall dwell safely ; and this is the name wherehy 
He shall be called, The Lord our Righteous- 
ness." " And in the days of these kings of 
the earth (writes Daniel) shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed, and the kingdom shall not be left 
to other people, but it shall break in pieces 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for 
Christ having obtained this kingdom by 
appointment of God the Father, 
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after His sufferings and resurrection He as- 
cended. Crowned with glory and honour, He 
shall return to establish His kingdom on the 
earth in righteousness, peace, and joy, to the 
destruction of all other powers that are now 
permitted to exist, and shall reign with His 
saints in glory. The good news, or the Gospel 
of God, is therefore the Gospel of the king- 
dom — the reign of God, when €€ the kingdoms 
of this world shall become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ." God's purpose with 
respect to the present dispensation is, that 
*' this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations." 
III. After our blessed Redeemer had risen 
from the grave we find Him instructing the 
Apostles, more particularly on the great sub- 
ject of the kingdom which by His righteous- 
ness He had obtained of the Father; they 
were now better able to understand why He 
should have suffered, and that this was the 
method which eternal wisdom devised for His 
entrance upon the glory which should be re- 
vealed in after ages. " To whom also He 
showed Himself alive, after His passion, by 
many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty 
days, and speaking of the things pertaining 
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to the kingdom of God." And thus, though 
they had often, before His death, heard Him 
speak of the kingdom and believed it, now 
that He had died, and risen again, and shown 
Himself to be the same Jesus, they could 
more readily receive the promises of that 
glory to which they were taught to regard the 
sufferings of Jesus were introductory. Ought 
not Christ to have suffered these things and to 
have entered into His glory ? Hence another 
promise is made to them : " Ye shall receive 
power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you : and ye shall be witnesses unto me, both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost parts of the earth." 
Thus we learn that the office of the preacher is 
to be a witness unto Christ, — that the Gospel 
message is a witness unto all nations, a tes- 
timony of Christ or for Christ, to be preached 
iii all the world. Thus the preaching of it 
is to be co-extensive with the object of 
Christ's taking our nature to be a ransom 
for all, a redemption of the whole world. But 
the whole world is not to be converted by 
the preaching of this Gospel, nor will the 
whole world be saved. The idea is exactly 
similar to that of placing the years of blessed- 
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ness, commonly called the millennium, before 
the coming of Christ, which is contrary to all 
truth. No; the Gospel is to be preached in 
all the world, for a witness unto all nations. 
And it seems, my brethren, that there is 
scarcely any part of the known world where 
the Gospel has not been preached — that is, 
if not the whole, full, rich Gospel, yet a tes- 
timony for Christ : and if it be the will of God 
He can send forth His messengers with the 
swiftness of an angel to testify of the coming 
kingdom. The coming kingdom, the Gospel 
of the kingdom, is not itself received in all its 
richness here : its power, its glory, its righte- 
ous King are not borne witness to so generally, 
so cordially: but it is preached, and that is 
enough. Judgments rather than blessings are 
our future prospect. We are ripening for the 
outpouring of the last vial of wrath. The tes- 
timony for Christ and His glorious kingdom 
has been delivered. It has not been preached 
in vain. Many have heard the joyful sound. 
That it shall not be received generally is 
in accordance with Scripture declarations. 
et Where is the promise ?" " Show us a sign." 
u All things continue the same as from the be- 
ginning.'" O ! the responsibilities of our land 
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are increased tremendously; yea, your own, 
my beloved brethren, for it has been preached 
to you: and the neighbouring town is included 
in this responsibility.* As a testimony for 
Christ, see that ye resist it not. In proportion 
to your privileges, so is your account to be 
rendered. We are in the state of those to 
whom Jesus said, " If I had not come and 
spoken unto them, they had not had sin ; but 
now they have no cloak for their sin." It 
is now no longer an excuse for, but a charge 
of unbelief against, those who reject the 
words of Christ, Man's words may be list- 
ened to with complacency, but neither the 
Pharisees and Scribes, nor they who fol- 
lowed them, were excused, but rather the 
more condemned, when all in their profession 
they refused to receive the testimony of Jesus. 
We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ in 
them that are saved and in them that perish. 
And why? Because the Gospel of Christ 
is preached for a witness against all unrighte- 
ousness and sin, and to declare the truth of 
" God in so loving the world that He gave 
His only-begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth on Him might not perish, but have 

* The town of Hastings. 
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everlasting life." " The times of ignorance 
God winked at, but now commandeth all men 
everywhere to repent, because He hath ap- 
pointed a day in the which He will judge the 
world in righteousness by that man whom He 
hath ordained. Whereof He hath given as- 
surance unto all men in that He hath raised 
Him from the dead." Thus saith Paul to 
the Romans : " The wrath of God is re- 
vealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
of men, who hold the truth in unrighteous- 
ness ; because that which may be known of 
God is manifest in them," (is made plain to 
them,) " for God hath showed it unto them." 
See then, brethren, your state. As a witness 
against error, and against sin and all ungodli- 
ness, as well as a witness for the truth of God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, and of all things 
appertaining to His great name, this Gospel is 
preached ; the end of it is the calling out of 
God's elect — His hidden ones — from among 
the vile and the unbelieving, and to prepare 
them for that glorious kingdom, to which, 
as their inheritance, they are called by the 
tender mercies of our God, and the adoption 
of grace. This testimony of Jesus will be 
to them " the savour of life unto life :" this 
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blessed record will be made known to their 
souls, viz., the pardoning love of God by the 
sacrifice of Christ and the sure promise of 
eternal glory in the coming kingdom of His 
beloved Son. When these are completed, 
when the children of the kingdom have been 
sealed of God, according to that Scripture 
(Rev. vii. 3) which tells of the commission 
of God to the four angels, saying, " Hurt not 
the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till 
we have sealed the servants of our God in 
their foreheads :" when these are all gathered, 
then shall the end come. Thus the present 
time endures until God's purpose in calling 
out the elect by the preaching of the Gospel 
be accomplished, during which period, " the 
times of the Gentiles" are fulfilling; and as in 
the days of Noe, while the ark was preparing, 
so now the inhabitants of the world are ripen- 
ing for judgment, and ready to be devoured by 
the fire of God's jealousy, which, as we read in 
the Book of Psalms, He shall rain like a 
tempest upon the wicked, even fire and brim- 
stone, an horrible tempest, the portion of their 
cup for ever. 

IV. This, the end, is the consummation of 
all things as to the present life. The mystery 
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of God shall be finished. Evil, which has 
filled the creation with sorrow and sighing, 
shall be purged away, and the sufferings 
of God's people exchanged for the crown 
of glory which fadeth not away. Then shall 
the Lord Jesus whom His waiting ser- 
vants now behold by faith appear in the 
heavens, and every eye shall see Him, then 
the souls of those who sleep in Jesus shall 
God bring with Him re-united to their 
bodies, raised from their dust: then shall the 
saints living, and who shall be caught up to 
escape the dreadful judgments which the rest 
of the world shall endure, be changed from this 
corruptible into incorruptible, and from mortal 
to put on immortality: " then shall the king- 
dom, and the dominion, and the greatness of 
the kingdom under the whole heaven, be 
given unto the people of the saints of the 
Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and 
obey Him." This is the promise unto all 
who hear His words and keep His sayings, 
and €€ shall endure unto the end," that to them 
shall be given to sit with Him upon His 
throne, even as He is set down with the 
Father on His throne. The times of the 



Gentiles being then fulfilled, the ingathering 
of God's ancient people shall recur, the Lord 
shall set His hand the second time to gather 
them from all the countries whither He 
has scattered them, and their reproach shall 
be taken away; they shall be grafted again 
into their own olive-tree, and shall no more 
be cut off; for behold " I bring near my 
righteousness, it shall not be far off; and my 
salvation shall not tarry. And I will place 
salvation in Zion for Israel my glory." " I 
will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my 
people : and the voice of weeping shall no 
more be heard in her, nor the voice of crying, 
for the Lord shall be King over the whole 
earth ; and in that day there shall be one 
Lord and His name One," Then, too, shall 
the curse be removed from the earth, and 
blessing and fruitfulness shall abound: the 
fir-tree shall take place of the thorn, and the 
myrtle of the briar: the wilderness and the 
solitary place shall be glad, and the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose; it shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy 
and singing : the glory of Lebanon shall be 
given to it; the excellency of Carmel and 
Sharon ; they shall see the glory of the 1 



the Lord 
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and the excellency of our God. And not 
until the end of this present age shall these 
things be; and riot until the Goapel shall 
have been preached in all the \vorld for a 
witness unto all nations shall the end come. 
But then the Gospel net shall be brought to 
shore, and the good gathered into vessels and 
the bad cast away; then the tares and the 
wheat shall be separated — the " children of 
the wicked oiie" from " the children of the 
kingdom," — the one shall be taken into the 
abode of the righteous, to shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father, the other 
shall be collected in bundles for the burning; 
then the vision shall speak and not lie, and 
Christ shall come : and though nearly six 
thousand years have elapsed sihce misery and 
wo entered through sin on this once beauteous 
creation of God, yet * € He that shall come will 
come, and will not tarry. The heavens shall 
disclose Him, and the earth shall shake at His 
presence; and while the workers of iniquity 
and all who deceive the world with their 
false divinations shall be ashamed at His ap- 
pearing, the children df the kingddm shall 
be delivered from all their sorrows, and shall 
enter their Master's joy. My brethren, thu 

i 



testimony brings solemn charges on us; it 
has not been spoken in vain, or to no pur- 
pose; the condemnation or the salvation, the 
grief or joy of all here present, shall be known 
in that greaJt day which is approaching, as the 
result not of God's will, but of the mind with 
which you have heard this witness for Christ, 
this word of the Gospel of the kingdom. I 
beseech you, reflect on these things. Now, 
I say, the message to every one here is either 
the tidings of joy or the seal of eternal wo ! 
You cannot, with hope, look forward to the 
coming glory of the Redeemer in His king- 
dom, unless the elements of that kingdom be 
in you — unless the life of Jesus be fulfilled 
in you, — the Spirit of Christ renewing, sancti- 
fying your nature, your will, your affections; 
teaching you to deny all ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, and live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world ; unless you are 
looking for that blessed hope, even the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. This is the time for the reign 
of the carnal, the sensual, and the appetite 
which lusteth to earth and earthly things. 
The time to come shall be the reign of those 
things which are now unseen; the glory c 






171 

the Church which is now suffering with Jesus; 
the consummation of joy, which those now 
sowing in tears shall reap; yea, even that 
revelation of the Son of Man which they 
long and hope for, and for which all creation 
groaneth, and which is the alone stay and 
comfort of the faithful in this hour of dark- 
ness and temptation which now covereth the 
land. May the Lord quickly disperse it ! Ac- 
complish the end, O God, in thine own time ! 
Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly! Prepare 
our hearts ! Awaken these people ! Grant 
that this testimony be heard and received 
among them as " the savour of life unto life," 
that they may be found " blameless at thy 
coming !" Amen and Amen. 
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